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The World is Such a Lonely Place 
By George Klingle 


HE world is such a lonely place, though crowds 
go hustling by, 
And voices throb on either side, and groups 
come pressing nigh! 
We  ieed to look aéross the press perchance some 
heart to find 
That hath no loving hand to grasp—no love of any kind. 


The world is such a lonely place, and clay is such 
cold clay ; 

Lips are so mute that smile and pass; swords are so 
keen that slay ; 

Life is so hidden in its sheath; home holds such 
vacant chairs ; 

Such silence taketh by surprise and entereth un- 
awares !— 

We need along the trail look hard, look hard on 
either side, 

Lest we some reaching hand might miss amidst the 
human tide. 


Beginning 

Delayed duty always means more , difficult duty. 
Immediacy is the easiest way of working. We all 
know how we fairly dread taking up some piece of 
work that has remained in our hands untouched for 
a long time past. But it will never be done until it 
is‘started. That live, quickening magazine of busi- 
ness, ‘*System,’’ brings together three pungent say- 
ings on ‘‘ Getting Started’’: ‘* Getting things done is 
a matter of first getting things started'' (George 
Matthew Adams). ‘The principal part of everything 
is the beginning’’ (Roman law). ‘‘ Begin: to begin 
is half the work. Let half still remain ; again begin 
this, and thou wilt have finished’’ (Roman saying). 
Human will-power can do wonders in enabling us to 
keep on beginning until our work is finished, But 
God's will-power in us can do still more. The life 
that is Christ gives us such power of initiative and 








completion as only God knows. It is joy indeed to 

do one's work when one can, say daily, _ 

** Christ is the end, for Christ was the beginning, 
Christ the beginning, for the end is Christ.’’ 


> at 
The Snare of Faith 


Beware when you begin to think about your faith ! 
It is true that our faith saves us,—but never when we 
think about it. Our faith saves us only when we think 
about Jesus. Faith is really faith only when it forgets 
itself.. How many defeated Christians have agonized 
over their faith, examining it, studying into it, trying to 
find wherein it was defective, and all the time being de- 
feated because they were thinking about their faith ! 
‘* Anything,’’ writes a victorious Christian, ‘* Satan 
can use, even our faith, to get our thoughts off Jesus, 
is his point of victory.’’ The next time We are troubled 
about our faith, let us ask ourselves whether we are 
troubled about the character and work of Jesus. If we 
are sure of Him, let us forever give up trusting in our 
faith and commence trusting in Him, 


Pat 
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Our Wealth 


It is well to make deposits in a bank that never 
breaks. There is only one such bank in the uni- 
verse, and God wants us all to be depositors there. 
He does not care how ‘‘covetous’’ we are of the 
wealth of ‘haf bank ; but he asks us not to love any 
other kind of wealth. And here is his loving reason- 
ing with us; **Be-ye free from the love of money; 
content with such things as ye have : for himself hath 


“ 


said, I will in no wise fail thee, neither will I in any- 
wise forsake thee."’ In this he is saying to us, 
«Don't love money’; be content with what you have ; 
for you have me.'’ That is wealth enough! Not 
only are all our deposits with that Banker absolutely 
safe ; not only is all the wealth of that Bank at our 
disposal ; but the Banker himself is ours: he has 
given himself to us forever. And eternity will not be 
long enough to exhaust our discoveries of the wealth 
that already belongs to us in Him. 


ax 
The Great Imitator 


When Satan wins a victory with us it always means 
that he has lied successfully. In one way or another 
he persuades us that what God says is not true. But 
he conceals himself from us as he offers us this lie. A 
murderer who is offering poison to his victim does not 
waut to be known as a murderer just then. So Satan 
keeps himself out of sight. In this there is a startling 
similarity, as in so many other points, between what 
Satan, the great imitator, tries to do and what Christ 
does. From the time of his downfall Satan has been 
the great imitator of God. A Christian woman of 
spiritual insight, who knows victory in Christ, has said 
of the Adversary : ‘‘He is so subtle in his attacks 
that we cannot see him as he really is, any more than 
we see Jesus as he is."’ Only when, seeing Jesus, we 
are thereby made like Him, shall we fully see and 
know the hideousness of our enemy the devil. But 
Christ sees Satan now ; and if we leave the conflict 
wholly to Christ He will give us complete and com 
tinual victory. 


Learning to Pray the Prayer that Costs 


The sixth article “in the remarkable series by W. Graham Scroggie, of England, on getting 

system into our prayer habits, is published as the leading editorial this week. The worsiip, 

confession and petition parts of prayer have been considered, and the present article takes up 

the glorious possibilities of intercession. What intercession can be made to do for the 
intercessor himself will be discussed in the next article. 


HE arms of intercession reach upward to the 
, throie of grace, and outward to the ends of the 
“earth. No limit is placed short of a whole 
world, and for all time. There is something bracing 
about intercession which is not found in ‘petition ; 
something which stirs the soul's deeps, and unfolds 
its wings, and produces unresting activity in the 
highest of all services. ‘Ye thet are Jehovah's re- 
membrancers, fake ye no rest, and give him no rest, 
till. ... "’ (Isa. 62:6, 7). 

Few, comparatively, exercise the ministry of inter- 
cession, but it may be questioned whether any one 
who has done so ever abandons it. The heart of the 
intercessor is full, and is enriched and enlarged as it 
poars itself out for ‘‘others,"’ The hands of the in- 
tercessor are large, and are ever making great de- 
mands upon heaven’s supplies for earth’s needs. 
And the eyes of the intercessor are keen and clear ; 
he is aman of vision, a seer, and therefore one who 
exhibits something of the divine composure, in the 
face of circumstances which would challenge it. 

Intercession brings us into (1) Fellowship with 
Christ, for of him we read : ‘‘ He made intercession 
for the transgressors.’" ‘Who also maketh inter- 
cession for us."? ‘*He ever liveth to make interces- 
sion forthem.’’ ‘Christ is entered into heaven itself, 
now to appear in the presence of God for us," And 
he said of his present ministry, ‘‘I pray for them 
which thou hast given me. Neither pray I for these 
alone, but for them also which shall believe on me 
through their word’’ (Isa. 53 : 12; Rom. 8:34; Heb. 
7:25; 9:24; John 17 :9, 20). 

We are brougl t into (2) Fellowship with the Spirtt, 
for, concerning him we read, ‘*The Spirit also helpeth 
ourinfirmity ; for we know not how to pray as we ought ; 





but the Spirit himself maketh intercession for us with 
groanings which cannot be uttered; and he that 
searcheth the hearts knoweth what is thé mind of the 
Spirit, because he maketlr intercession for the saints 
according to the will of God’’ (Rom. 8 : 26, 27), This 
is a passage which should fill us with wonder and 
gratitude, for we see that the fullest provision has 
been made for our varied need in this sphere of life. 
We have an Intercessor above, and we have an In- 
tercessor within. The prayers of Christ, in his per- 
fect humanity, find articulation ; but those of the 
Spirit, through our imperfect humanity, are in groan- 
ings which cannot be uttered, but which, we know, 
are understood and answered. 

Yet, again, in intercession we are brought into (3) 
Fellowship with the saints of all the ages. A\\ the 
great characters of Bible times were great intercessots. 

How great a man was Moses, scholar, legislator, 
commander, counsellor, and guide; yet in nothing 
was he greater, and in no direction did he accomplish 
more than in prayer. Study his intercessions in Exodus 
17, 32, 33, 34; Numbers 11, 14, 21, 27, and then 
estimate how much Israel owed to his prayers. 

And among the very greatest of intercessors we 
must place the Apostie Paul. His habit of life in 
this respect is clearly set forth in his Letters, wherein 
we see what a passion he had for men when he stood 
before God. He says, ‘‘God is my witness that 
without ceasing I make mention of you always in my 
prayers.’ ‘‘My heart's desire and prayer to God 
for Israel is that they may be saved:'’ ‘‘I thank my 
God always on your behalf."’ ‘* Night and day pray- 
ing exceedingly."’ 

To these great names must be added those of 
Abraham, Samuel, Elijah, Ezra, Nehemiah, and 
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Daniel, whose intercessory prayers are models on 
which our intercessions might well be framed. 

Said an eminent Christian of the seventeenth cen- 
tury, ‘‘ Always, when you think of your friends, let it 
be with a praying thought.’’ 

‘Trve imtercessors are always great souls, whose 
passion is well expressed in the words.of Samuel 
Rutherford, ‘*Oh, that Christ would break down the 
old narrow vessels of these narrow and ebb souls, and 
make fair, deep, wide, and broad souls, to hold asea anda 
full tide, flowing over all its banks, of Christ's love !’’ 

But such work as this costs. Perhaps unwilling- 
ness to pay the price is the reason why so few enter 
into it. The strenuous and purposeful effort which 
was put forth by the competitor in the Olympic 
games, or by the soldier on the field of battle, was 
put into the prayers of the Apostles and early Chris- 
tians. Writing to the Galatians, Paul says, ‘* My little 
children, of whom I am again in ¢vavaéPuntil Christ 
be formed in you.’’ To the Colossians he writes, ‘‘I 
strive for you,"’ that is, of course, in prayer ; and the 
Roman Christians he bids *' strive together’’ with 
him in their prayers to God. Of Epaphras of Colos- 
sae we read, ‘‘ Epaphras saluteth you, always striving 
for you in his prayers, that ye may stand perfect and 
fully assured in all the will of God."’ We have rea- 
son to believe that all great movements of the Spirit 
of God have had their origin in this prayer agony. 

But let it not be imagined that this ‘‘striving’’ in 
prayer is occasioned by unbelief on the part of the 
suppliant, or reluctance to bless on the part of God. 
Wherever there is conflict there is competition or op- 
position, and this is unquestionably the case in the 
realm of prayer. These are dark and dangerous 
forces arrayed against the man who would have power 
with God in prayer; such an one is challenged at 
every turn. How remarkable a passage that is in the 
Book of Daniel in which a mysterious messenger says 
to the prophet : ‘* Fear not, Daniel ; for from the first 
day that thou didst set thy heart to understand, and 
to humble thyself before thy God, thy words were 
heard ;: and I am come for thy words’ sake. But the 
prince of the kingdom of Persia withstood me one 
and twenty days, but, lo, Michael, one of the chief 
prinices, came to help me.”’ 

The disclosure of this passage is of a bewildering 
nature, showing us, as it does, something of the power 
of the spirits of evil to hinder free communication 
twixt heaven and earth ; but it reveals the necessity 
of our ‘‘ striving’’ in prayer, not with’God, nor with 
ourselves, but with the powers of evil that are arrayed 
against God and us. There are va/ves in striving, as 
we shall see, but the necessity for it lies here. The 
existence and power of wicked spirits will thus become 
a very réal thing to the intercessor. 

To-day these facts are, for the most part, denied 
or ignored, and that is sufficient explanation of our 
spiritual impotence. No true man of prayer ever 
questioned the existence of the devil and his kingdom 
of evil spirits, because every such one has had to face 
them ‘on his way to God, and their presence and 
power have made his prayers intense, with the in- 
tenseness of ‘a life-struggle. 

Intercession, therefore, must always cost, in time, 
in thought, in strength, in all that we can give; but 
it is the price of victory, and not of defeat. 
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How Can We Suffer With Christ? 


Since 1876 I have been a constant reader of ‘The Sun- 
day School ‘limes, but this is the first time I have trou- 
bled the Editor with an inquiry. 

What are we to understand is taught in the words “* par- 
takers of Christ's sufferings "* in the following passages ? 

** But insomuch as ye are partakers of Christ's suffer- 
ings, rejoice ; that at the revelation of his glory also ye 
may rejoice with exceeding joy’ (1 Pet. 4 : 13). 

** And our hope for you is stedfast ; knowing that, as ye 
are partakers of the sufferings, so also are ye of the com- 
fort *' (2 Cor. 5:7). 

** That I may know him, and the power of his resurrec- 
tion, and the fellowship of his sufferings, becoming con- 
formed unto his death "’. (Phil. 3 : 10). 

What is the meaning of the implied condition (note the 
* if'’) of ‘' joint-heirs,"’ and “* shall also reign with him" 
in these passages : ‘‘ And if children, then heirs ; heirs of 
God, and joint-heirs with Christ ; ifso be that we suffer 
with him, that we may be also glorified with him "* (Rom. 
8:17). ‘If we entlure, we shall also reign with him: if 
we shall deny him, he also will deny us" (2 ‘Tim. 2: 12). 
—A CANADIAN READER. 


Suffering is a normal part of Christian experience. 
So also is joy. Both of these our Lord knew con- 
stantly, and we are to partake of them with him. 








’ in lost souls ? 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


There is a sad and startling lack of both in the expe- 
rience of many t-day Christians. ; 

In apostolic days there was no difficulty in under- 
standing what ‘‘much tribulation’’ meant. The 
apostle could write ‘‘as ye are partakers of Christ's 
sufferings." To-day the Armenian Christians in 
Turkey are able to understand it, and the native 
Christians in foreign mission fields. 

But what of a land where the government is not in 
the hands of heathen men bitterly hostile to the Chris- 
tians? Let us remember that the world-spirit in so- 
called Christian lands is the same, and és bitterly 
hostile to Christ. If the church in America should 
wholly cut loose from the world and follow Christ un- 
compromisingly, it would suffer great persecution, - 
though not in the form that it takes in heathen lands, 

So with the individual Christian : as he breaks with 
the world-spirit and lives the separated life, as he 
comes to know Christ better, he will begin to know 
the deep secrets of fellowship with His suffering. Are 
our hearts bleeding for our brothers in Armenia 
to-day? Have we ‘‘great sorrow and unceasing 
pain’’ in our hearts for the indifference of the pro- 
fessing Church of Christ, and for Israel? Do we 
know what it is to travail in pain till Christ be born 
Does every sin that strikes upon eye 
and ear and other senses send to the heart its painful 
message of rebellion against our Lord? These suffer- 
ings are open to American Christians. Whoever knows 
them is partaking of Christ's sufferings. 

Not these only, but the burdens that we call the 
*‘ordinary’’ experiences may all be a real part of 
our enduring for Him : sickness, loss of loved ones, 
financial needs, trouble of friends or home-folks, dis- 
appointments,—these burdens that all must experi- 
ence can so be met as to be part of that suffering for 
His Name. 

What of the ‘‘if’’? Is the sharing of the future 
glory dependent on the sharing of present suffering ? 
If we would find the Christians to-day who know best 
what it is to ‘‘rejoice greatly with joy unspeakable 
and tull of g lory,*’ we must go to the Christians who 
fellowship in His sufferings. So the capacity for 
future glory surely bears a close relation to the way 
in which we meet the chastening of to-day. And all 
real Christians have some fellowship in His sufferings. 
Yet some earnest students of the Word believe that 
while all Christians will have eternal life in Christ, 
not all will ‘‘reign’’ with him. 

In these passages of the Word, as in many others, 
it is impossible by human logic to reconcile the in- 
spired statements that refer to God's sovereign grace 
and its work in perfecting his children, and those 
statements that appeal to the Christian's . free will 
and urge him to let God's gracé have its perfect work. 
But we need not reconcile them in our little human 
thinking-systems to secure the full blessing from both 
truths, Let the solemn warnings have their full 
weight with us, and let us’ heed, with all the freedom 
of our wills, the urging to fellowship in the sufferings 


of our Lord. 
= 
Are You Clear on this War? 


Is it reasonable to believe that a war wholly with- 
out parallel in human history should be mentioned 
in God's prophetic Word,—or ‘‘ history written be- 
forehand *’ ? 

Is the present World War mentioned in the Bible? 

Is it true that the carnage and suffering of the pres- 
ent war are such that the human race wijjl never tol- 
erate another great war ? 

Will the federation of nations in ‘the United 
States of the World,’’ if it comes, insure the peace of 
the world ? 

Does the Bible give us reason to believe that this 
war is the death struggle of the present world system ? 
Does the Bible throw light on this present war? 

Does the Bible describe the national historical 
period in which we are now living? If so, how? 

What does the Bible say concerning the way that 
the age in which we are now living will end? 

Dr. Scofield, the most talked-of man in America in 





Be sure to have in hand, before taking up next Sunday's 
lesson (of May 7), that wonderfully helpful and con- 
venient little pocket tool, “Arnold's Chart of Paul's Jour- 
neyings.” In a series of five clear outline maps all the jour- 
neyings of the great apostle are shown, together with Scrip- 
ture references running throughout his life, with dates. 
The teacher and each member of the class will find the 
Chart a delight during the lessons from now until next 
November. It may be had from The Sunday School 
Times Company for 20 cents. 
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the field of real prophecy, will give his own mature 
views in discussion of these questions, in a war article 
in the great series that began in last week's issue of 
The Sunday School Times on ‘‘What Say the 
Prophets ?'’ Whether you agree or disagree with his 
views, you will be challenged and quickened by their 
careful reading. ; 
ax 


Will You Pray Others into Victory ? 

The Victorious Life in Christ will have special 
consideration at meetings in Omaha, Nebraska, and 
Des Moines, Iowa, next month, as well as at the 
Kansas State Sunday School Convention at Wichita. 
The Editor of The Sunday School Times, Mr. Trum- 
bull, is looking forward to the privilege of speakin 
on Victory by Faith in the three cities named ; san 
the intercession of readers of the Times is earnestly 
asked for, that God will clearly guide and mightily 
bless many. The engagements are as follows : 


Kansas State Sunday School Convention, Wichita, May 
2-4 (for information write J. H. Engle, Abilene, Kas.). 

Omaha, Nebraska, May 5-7 (for information write George 
G. Wallace, State Bank Building, Omaha). 

Des Moines, lowa, May 8 ‘for information write W. D, 
Stem, 403 Youngerman Block, Des Moines). 


x 
Who Receives Your War Relief Money? 


Millions of sufferers are pathetically looking 
toward America to-day as the blessed land from which 
God-sent relief is to come. Not altogether in vain 
are they looking, although, as Dr, Ellis’ burning 
words in the article on the facing page show, we 
Christian Americans are strangely insensible to the 
real measure of our responsibility. 

But as this war and the calamities that accompany 
it tug on the heart-strings of generous Americans 
above all disasters that have gone before, it also 
affords unusual opportunity to the rogues who are 
using this distress for their own ends, Several weeks 
ago the American Committee for Armenian and 
Syrian Relief issued a ‘‘ warning to benevolent Amer- 
icans,"’ which may well be repcated here : 


Many impostors with forged or otherwise 
worthless credentials are _—_ ing considerable 
sums for real or supposed needs of every sort, 
ranging from ambulances in Belgium to orphan- 
ages in India. Various foreigners throughout 
America are pleading the present distress in 
their home lands to secure personally funds of 
which little or nothing will ever be applied to the 

urposes that the donors intend; a conspicuous 
instance just now is a persuasive Indian woman 
who is ‘ working” the cities of the middle 
Atlantic States. Not all of these rogues are 
foreign-born. 

Charitable Americans are partly to blame in 
this matter, for these dishonest solicitors are en- 
ticed into this business of fraud because they 
find that an easy way to make a comfortable 
living is through the careless generosity of credu- 
lous persons. In view of the distressing need 
throughout the world, this pitiful wastage of 
benevolence should be stopped. Through this 
abuse of Christian generosity charitable people 
annually lose a large amount of money which 
they falsely believe supports commendable work. 

Contributors can be sure of their gifts being 
properly spent only by remitting funds that are 
made payable to reliable organizations. The 
addresses of mission boards and of relief com- 
mittees can be learned from periodicals and other 
literature, from pastors of churches or from the 
editors of denominational papers. Remittances 
for relief work can safely sent through a 
mission board with the request that the money 
be turned over to any benevolence that may be 
designated by the donor. 


The American Committee for Armenian and Syrian 
Relief includes the work of the Armenian Relief, the 
Persian War Relief, and the Syrian-Palestine Relief 
Committees. Contributions should be sent to ‘Charles 
R. Crane, Treasurer, 70 Fifth Avenue, New York City. 
Contributions for Belgian relief may be sent to ‘‘ The 
Commission for Relief in Belgium,’’ 71 Proodway, 
New York City ; for Serbia, to ‘‘Serbian Relief Com- 
mittee of America,’ 70 Fifth Avenue, New York City. 
Contributions for Poland,—and also for all other 
countries in the war zone,—may be sent to Widows’ 
and Orphans’ Relief Fund, Christian Herald, 500 
Bible House, New York City. 

The Sunday Schooi Times will gladly forward any 
contributions to these committees ; funds for the four 
thousand Armenians at Port Said: are forwarded by 
The Sunday School Times to the relief committee in 
Cairo. 
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LESSON FOR APRIL 30 (Acts 12:1-19) 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 





What Russia’s Victory Has Done for the Armenians 
By William T. Ellis, LL.D. 


But crushed and bleeding Armenia 
still cries out 














HEN Erzerum was conquered by the Russian 
guns it marked the beginning of the end of 
the Armenian atrocities, the opening of new 

channels of relief to the surviving Christians, and 
signalized the doom of Turkey. 

Ouly our own provincialism leads us to disregard 
the importance of Erzerum; the, very name means 
«* Edge of Rome,"’ and embodies the significance of 
the city in Byzantine days. In the heart of old 
Armenia, amid the Caucasus Mountains, and under 
the shadow of Mt. Ararat itself, Erzerum has proved 
to be a key position to the whole Near Eastern phase 
of the war. Apparently its fall was esteemed such a 
disaster by the Central Powers that in the opinion 
of some experts the battle of Verdun was precipitated 
months ahead of the scheduled time, in order to seek 
to offset the effect upon the Oriental mind of the 
capture of Erzerum. 

Naturally, in the light of her history, Turkey her- 
self has never underestimated the importance of the 
Caucasus: the news from Erzerum set afloat sinister 
rumors of revolution against the Young Turk régime, 
and led the latter to put out feelers concerning a sepa- 
rate peace with the Allies, They understand full 
well that Russia’s victory in the history - making 
mountains of Armenia cuts the line of Turkish com- 
munications to Bagdad, nullifying the expedition 
which is fighting the British on the Tigris below Bag- 
dad; and that it cancels the Suez expedition of the 
Turkish army, thus releasing the bulk of the Egyptian 
forces for service in the Balkans or elsewhere. 

‘The area of Russian operations includes the centers 
of bitterest Armenian suffering. The land imme- 
diately involved is old Armenia, Within the range 
of the Turkish atrocities immediately following the 
fall of Erzerum are such Armenian centers as _ Bitlis, 
Diarbekir, Mardin, Urfa, Trebizond; Harpoot, ‘Sivas, 
Matsovan, and Aleppo. For these the Russian troops 
became an ‘‘‘ army of deliverance.’ 


A Last Outburst of Turkish Fury , 

Obviously, the first effect was horribly the reverse 
from deliverance. The Turks fell in fury upon the 
Aruenians, who they knew were praying for the com- 
ing of the Russians. In Erzerum and elsewhere there 
was a sudden accession of: violent deaths for Chris- 
tians. That was only temporary. The road for relief 
—d4deliverance and sustenance—was opened to the 
Armenians. The governmentally-directed atrocities 
are said to have ceased. ‘The specter of the near 
approach of a day of reckoning with Civilization has 
arisen before the affrighted evcs of Turkey. Indi- 
vidual officials are now preparing to escape responsi- 
bility. 

The way has been opened, especially across the 
Russian border, for food and clothing to be supplied 
to the survivors. Now is the time when the greatest 
service can be done for those who have survived the 
shipwreck ; for they are cast hungry and naked upon 
a strange and hostile shore. America must be the 
life-saving service. : 

There is no denying that there has been widesprea 
incredulity concerning the Armenian massacres. Com- 
fortable America has shut its eyes to the facts of the 
atrocitics. Hideous details have been answered by 
the easy generalization that it is impossible, at this 
stage of the world’s civilization, for one nation to 
attempt to wipe out another, and that largely for its 
religious beliefs. “As for the stories of torture and 
infamous outrages, —well, they were received with a 
shrug, as an extreme case of ‘* yellow journalisim."' 

Now, at the end of nearly a year of persecution, the 
facts concerning the Armenians and Christian work in 
Turkey have been carefully reviewed by one whose 
official position and lifelong familiarity with the sub- 
ject entitle him to speak,—the Rev. William E. Strong, 
D.D., Editorial Secretary of the American Board of 
Commissioners for Foreign Missions. In a pam- 
phlet bearing an April date, proofs of which are 
before me, Dr. Strong writes of ‘‘ Things That Re- 
main in Turkey.’’ His picture of conditions is 
painted without haziness or possibility of misunder- 
standing. 

After describing the conditions created in Turkey 
by the war, and the effects of the abolition of extra- 
territoriality, with the consequent hardships to. mis- 


A year probably without parallel in the nineteen 
centuries of Christian history in its record of fiend- 
ish persecution and heroic martyrdom has closed. 

A million Armenian Christians have perished. 
Many of them would be alive to-day had they 
denied the Name of Christ and embraced Islam. 

Personal reports that the editors of The Sunday 
School Times have heard from eye-witnesses reveal 
a depth of unthinkable barbarity, and a height of 
glorious witnessing for Christ, that go beyond any 
impression given by the published news. 

Yet Christian America has been all but unmoved 
at the ghastly and wholesale suffering. 

The turn of the war has opened the gates of 
relief. A million of the Turkish Armenians remain, 
many sick and wounded and naked, most of them 
homeless and facing starvation. 

They would be in despair,—but they are looking 
to God, and to America, for succor they feel sure 
will come. What shall our answer be? 








sionaries, Dr. Strong treats carefully the ‘systematic 
and relentless effort on the part of the Turkish gov- 
ernment to exterminate the Armenian people.’’ I 
have seen no more comprehensive brief statement 
of the whole case than these paragraphs by Dr. Strong :, 


A practically uniform course was followed in carrying 
out thisproject.. The leading Armenian men of each town 
or village—those who were best educated, well-to-do, and 
influential, the strong and. substantial representatives of 
their people, were first seized, imprisoned, tortured, 
robbed, and then carried off to be killed or so disposed of 
that they should not reappear; the women and children 
and the old or feeble men were next rounded up; on 
short: notice, sometimes without warning, they: were com- 
pelled to leave.their:|iomes and goods, which were promptly 
seized by ,rapacious, ‘lurks, who simply appropriated the 
vacated dwellings; compelled further to set forth upon a 
long and unknown trail toward the south and the desert 
places. Without provision or clothing for the journey, 
beaten by their guards, abused by the peoples through 
whose viilages they passed, exposed to heat and cold, to 
story atid the sun’s fierce rays, these wretched outcasts 
were obliged to stumble on till they fell exhausted, starved, 
sick, :and dying by ‘the roadside. 

For nearly a year these melancholy processions have 
been formed, and have been strewing the land with the 
bodies of their helpless victims. A half dozen populous 
vilayets of interior Turkey have been to a large degree 


“stripped of their Armenian inhabitants. Of the two mil- 


lion which was the estimated number of Armenians dwell- 
ing in Turkey it is estimated that one-half have died; that 
250,000 more are refugees in Russia, Persia, Egypt, and 
elsewhere ; that there are perhaps 500,000 still in the land, 
mostly women and children, left homeless and destitute, 
besides thousands of the more attractive Armenian girls 
who were seized from their homes or on the march and 
carried off to become the possession of Turkish men. 

It is not necessary here to relate the stories of suffering 
and outrage which have attended this persecution. ‘They 
are too horrible to be described in detail ; too brutal to be 
believed were they not reported by a host of independent 
and trustworthy eve-witnesses. 

It was inevitable that these atrocities should shake to its 
foundation the missionary work in ‘Turkey, which up to 
this time has been so largely a work for the Armenians, 
Men students and professors in the higher schools were 
forced into the army or tortured and killed; the young 
wonien were in many cases deported or seized and carried 
off to Turkish harems. Missionaries were often compelled 
to watch helplessly while their work was broken up, and 
those tley were working for were driven from their sight. 


American Missionary Victims 

Some missionaries were arrested; many were 
harassed ; eleven American Board missionaries and 
at least one Presbyterian died, seven from causes 
directly due to the war. Six mission stations were 
left without a missionary in residence; more than 
two-fifths of the American Board missionartes in 
Asiatic Turkey are reluctantly away from their fields, 
because of conditions. Some mission stations have 
been entirely destroyed,:as at Van. Disorganization, 
but not dismay, has fallen upon. missions in Turkey. 

A new force has entered the missionary work in 


Turkey, That is the testimony of the martyr, Again 
I quote Dr, Strong: 


In these awful times in Turkey a new and shining wit- 
ness has been borne to the constraining love of Jesus 
Christ. In loyalty to him multitudes have laid down their 
lives ; they have faced not simply the swift and exciting 
agony of the stake, the headsman’s axe or the hangman’s 
noose, but the slow, wearing test of starvation, of exposure, 
of torture. Some yielded: to save their lives, more often 
to save the lives or the honor of those dear to them, their 
wives and children, they recanted their Christian faith and 
became enrolled as followers of Islam. Every opportunity 
was given for such a choice. Printed cards were widely 
circulated, bearing the formula to be signed in order to 
secure release from persecution, Some took advantage of 
the offer, But the great majority not; like the load of 
sixty deported school girls from Marsovan, of which only 
one accepted the repeated offer to secure liberty and com- 
fort by embracing Islam, while the rest rode on toward 
the desert and the death of horror they there anticipated. 

No more beautiful or impressive records of the martyrs’ 
witness grace any century of the Christian era than those 
which have been reported from every quarter where these 
atrocities were perpetrated, 


_ Out of the welter of woe in Turkey are now coming 
many testimonies that God gave his children grace to 
die. May we not expect to see a purified, spiritual- 
ized, unified Armenia as a result of this unparalleled 
experience? Likewise, a new quickening of mission 
work seems inevitable. 


What of the Million Survivors ? 

Despite Dr. Strong's estimate of a million dead, 
there still remain another million alive, Already, 
owing to the fact that chastened Turkey is staying her 
hand, and even now openly permitting the distrilbu- 
tion of relief, we find it possible to glimpse the num- 
bers of the accessible needy. Out of caves and wil- 
dernesses and mountain fastnesses, and the shelter of 
hidden homes, other thousands of Armenians will 
emerge, Something like a quarter of a million have 
crossed the borders into Russia and Persia. 

Definite word has come by cable from the Ameri- 
can embassy at Constantinople concerning the de- 
ported whio are in the deserts about Zor,—a town on 
the Euphrates, almost directly east of Tadmor, or 
Palmyra,—Aleppo, and Damascus, to the effect that 
these number about half a million, and are now ac- 
cessible to relief. The cablegram continues : — 


All relief committees ‘strongly urge larger remittances. 
Peet [Missionary Treasurer at Constantinople of American 
Board] declares relief already received has worked wonders, 
and if properly continued will help save a Christian nation 
from extermination. According to his information 300,- 
000 refugees are in Turkey, and need help, besides the 
half-million mentioned. Present sums are inadequate to 
bring them through, and one million dollars can be profit- 
ably employed. 


Russia’s part in recent events in the Near East has 
been singularly that of a Christian deliverer, Some- 
thing like 182,000 Armenians found rescue across her 
border. For the relief of these, the Russian govern- 
ment has made an additional gift of a million and a 
half rubles. Russia is co-operating with the Ameri- 
can relief committees. Her military forces have 
emancipated Armenia proper, and put a stop to the 
continuance of the atrocities. Now Russia is plan- 
ning for the repatriation of the exiles from Van and 
the regions occupied by her troops. It is evidently 
the intention of Russia to retain the territory she has 
taken from Turkey, and she is already planning for a 
restoration of stable conditions. 

I hope some psychologist among the readers of The 
Sunday School Times will make a study of the state 
of mind of America with respect to the Armenian 
atrocities. For a few weeks the public displayed a 
languid interest in the first terrible tidings. When 
dispatches ceased, the matter was forgotten. People 
assumed, apparently,-—that is, if they gave so much 
active attention to the subject,—that the horrors had 
ceased. There has been no adequate reaction, even 
on the part of the churches. Instead of the outburst 
of horror, and the swift, lavish pouring out of relief, 
there has been, admittedly, a general lack of interes: 
in the attempt to exterminate a Christian nation. 
The public is, frankly, rather bored by the whole 
subject. 
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What does it all mean? Has the heart of Christen- 
dom been calloused by war? Are we so deficient in 
geographical imagination that we cannot visualize a 
people in far ‘Curkey? Have we deliberately shunted 
the subject from us, because it interferes with our 
pleasures and our comfort of mind? Is there, after 
all, no such thing as a reality of world-wide Chris- 
tian fellowship and consciousness ? 

I am glad the Armenians do not know how little 
America cares for their sufferings. On their part the 
daily thought of all is of America, Tothem America 
is synonymous with brotherhood, helpfulness, and 
justice, They look to God and the American nation 
for help. All the best that they have known of op- 
portunity and progress and emancipation has been 
associated with the name of the land from which 
come the missionaries and to which thousands of 
their compatriots have gone, It is unthinkable to 
them that America should fail in any. great need, 

So they wait, huddled in the open of the desert, 
exposed to the sun by day and the chill winds by 
night; or in caves, like animals; or under the lee of 
mud walls; or in stables and bake-houses. Tieir 
great national calamity is overshadowed by imme- 
diate personal needs, The proximity and odor of the 
dead bodies of their own company bothers them, 
Lack of water for drinking and washing—and lack of 
soap-—are more than inconveniences. Hunger makes 
some frantic and puts others into a stupor. Rain 
continues for days and saturates everything. Fuel is 
unavailable, even in the coldest mountains, Daily 
persecutions—blows, kicks, bayonet thrusts, knife- 
stabs, and foul abuse—saw across frazzled nerves. 
Typhus stalks through the crowds, Sometimes a 
group of diseases, such as typhoid, smallpox, cholera, 
and typhus, hold grim carnival, as if co-operating 
with the Turks. Babies cry whiningly and clutch at 
the dry breasts of dying mothers. Old women are 
ravaged, the young having been taken. Withal, day 
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and night, when not on the march, there is nothing 
to do but wait, wait, wait, for either death or succor, 
whichever may come first. ; 

I do not like to dwell upon the thought that there 
is an Eye which can at one and the same. moment 
look upon the Christian Armenians dying in the deserts 
and mountains, and also upon the opulent Christians 
of America, enjoying a riot of riches produced by 
the war. 

Dr. William Walter Rockwell, of the American 
Committee for Armenian and Syrian Relief, has com- 
piled a restrained and powerful pamphlet of eye- 
witness testimony of the deportation of the Armenians. 
I had marked many of its passages for quotation here, 
but space prevents. On the last page he has a few 
terse paragraphs, reminding the reader that Ambassa- 
dor Morgenthau estimates the sum needed for relief 
at five million dollars; and also that the total expense 
of the relief work in this country is met by a friend, 
so that every penny contributed reaches the field of 
need. Likewise he points out that a dollar will pro- 
vide the necessary bread and salt to keep a person 
alive fora month. But it is the caption of the last 
page that is the most eloquent sentence in the pam- 
phlet : 





“ LORD, WHEN SAW WE THEE AN 
HUNGERED, AND FED THEE?” 











SWARTHMORE, Pa. 


This article is the fourth in the remarkable series ‘‘ Be- 
hind War's Screen in the Holy Land,” by Dr, William T. 
Ellis. The next article will tell the story of the ancient 
Armenian Church and people, with its shining martyr 

ages. 

" ontributions for relief of the Armenians may be sent to 
Charles R. Crane, Treasurer of the American Committee 
for Armenian and Syrian Relief, 70 Fifth Avenue, New 
York City. The statement on the Open Letter page, 
“* Who Receives Your War Relief Money ?"’ is of interest 
in this connection. 





The Improved Uniform Lessons a Fact! 
By Amos R. Wells, Litt.D., LL.D., "S252; fins i'cternetions! 








The final meeting of the International Lesson Committee for 1915. held at Buffalo in 
early December, was made memorable by the adoption of an eight-year cycle of 


‘¢*Improved Uniform Lessons,” 


How do they differ from the present Uniform Les- 


sons? In what respects will they better meet the needs in your school? Dr. Wells 
answers these questions and shows how the new lessons combine advantages of 
Graded and Uniform Lessons. 


HERE are undoubted advantages in the Graded 
Lessons. There are undoubted advantages 
in the Uniform Lessons, It is not possible 

to combine all these advantages in one type of 
lessons ; but so far as this is possible it is done in the 
new Improved Uniform Lessons, the first year of 
which, 1918, has now been published by the Inter- 
national Lesson Committee. 

These Uniform Lessons are manifestly Improved, 
and well deserve the title. The chief improvement 
is in the direction of gradation. Wherever, that is, 
the lesson subject or text or memory verse is not 
thoroughly adapted to any department of the school, 
another wording of the subject is made for that de- 
Peco or a suitable portion of the same general 

ipture passage is selected, or a different memory 
verse is chosen. Many of the same experts who 
made the Graded Lessons have been engaged upon 
the Improved Uniform Lessons, and have not allowed 
the lessons for any department to go out until they 
were thoroughly teachable in that department. 

To illustrate this, take the lesson for May 19, Mark 
II : I-33, with the general title, ‘Jesus Exercising 
Kingly Authority."" The Primary topic, for the little 
folks, is ‘‘ Jesus Riding into the City,’’ which is sim- 
ple and picturesque. The Junior Department, how- 
ever, can take a theme a little more dignified, «‘ The 
Triumphal Entry."" The Intermediate Department 
studies ‘‘ Jesus and the Temple,’’ with the additional 
material found in Luke 2 : 22-38 and John 2 : 13-17. 
The Senior and Adult Departments will use the full 
sweep of the passage in all its great significance, 
**Christ the Lord of Our Lives.’’ 

Here the adaptation is made merely by varying the 
wording of the lesson subject. In the lesson preced- 
ing, that for May 12, the adaptation is made through 
-hoth subject and Bible passage. ‘Jesus Faces the 
Cross*' is the general topic, and Mark 10 : 32-52 the 
general passage. - These general subjects and pass- 
ages, by the way, may be used, by editors that choose 
to do so, entirely to the exclusion of all the grade adap- 


tations, exactly as the old Uniform Lessons were used. 
But in the Improved Lessons the Primary topic is 
‘*Jesus and the Blind Beggar,’’ one better adapted 
to childhood, and to the Primary Department is as- 
signed only the appropriate portion of the Bible 
passage, Mark 10: 46-52. Moreover, the Golden 
Text for the general topic is ‘‘ He humbled himself, 
becoming obedient unto death, yea, the death of the 
cross,’ while the Primary memory verse is ‘‘ Be of 
good cheer: rise, he calleth thee.’ - The Juniors 
and Intermediates have the subject, ‘‘ Jesus Teaches 
How to Be Great."" The Senior and Adult Depart- 
ments take the general subject and Bible passage as 
they stand. 

These examples illustrate fairly well the method 
employed, but the value of it can of course only be 
seen by following it in a long series of studies. The 
lessons of the first two quarters are in Mark, under 
the general title of ‘‘ The Gospel of the Son of God.”’ 
Every verse of the entire Gospel is included in the 
course. The school is held as a unit to the progress 
of the Gospel ; all departments are studying the life 
of Jesus, and substantially the same lesson at the 
same time. Teachers of all departments may study 
together, and all the many gains of uniformity are 
preserved. At the same time, by these adaptations 
of subject and of Bible text we secure what the present 
writer at least considers the chief advantages of the 
Graded Lessons. Of course there is room to question 
some of the grade adaptations ; this is the first work 
of the kind, and it would be strange if it were perfect. 
The lessons of 1919, which the Committee is now 
completing, will be found to be an improvement upon 
those of 1918 ; but the 1918 lessons are certainly a 
long way ahead of any set of Uniform Lessons yet 
put forth. 

I have described only the fundamental improve- 
ment ; there are some interesting minor ones, When- 
ever the lesson text is not of a devotional nature, a 
devotional reading has been selected, for'the use of 
superintendents before the school. In’ each’ lesson 
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much ‘additional material for teachers’’ is given, 
numbers of Bible references .most helpful in the 
teacher's preparation. Additional material of this 
sort is usually given also for the Intermediate, Senior, 
and Adult Departments. When the main Scripture 
passage does not contain a story suitable for the 
children, story material is pointed out for the Primary 
and Junior Departments. 

Sull another improvement, greatly promoting flexi- 
bility, is the shortening of the courses to three 
months, six months, or nine months at the outside. 
The new courses, therefore, may begin in the spring 
or fall quite as well as on the first of January. In 
1918 we have a six-months’ course in Mark, then a 
three-months’ course on the Christian life, then a six. 
months’ course on the patriarchs, running through 
the first quarter of 1919. This is a departure from 
the former mechanical arrangement, and sure to com- 
mend itself to the Sunday-school world, 

I am myself especially pleased with the new topi- 
cal lessons. Heretofore the Uniform Lessons have 
been based upon the historical portions of the Bible, 
and have been arranged in strict chronological order. 
In 1918, however, we have a three-months’ course, 
‘*Studies in the Christian Life’’; in 1919 a six- 
months’ course, ‘‘Great Teachings of the Bible’’; 
and in 1921 a three-months’ course, ‘‘ The Mission- 
ary Message of the Bible.*’ These lessons will give 
a magnificent opportunity to study the Bible as a 
whole, to realize its unity, and to bring together from 
all parts of the Book of books the teachings on the 
great themes included in the courses. 

The subjects of the thirteen lessons of the ‘‘ Studies 
in the Christian Life’’ are: ‘‘ Beginning the Chris- 
tian Life,’’ ‘* Reading God’s Word,"’ ‘‘ Praying to 
God,’ ‘*Obeying God,’’ ‘*Growing Stronrger,”’ 
‘-Helping Others,’’ ‘*Working in the Church,’’ 
‘« Speaking for Christ,’’ ‘‘ Christian Giving,’’ ‘*Con- 
quering Evil,’’ ‘“Winning the World to Chirist,’’ 
‘« Fruits of the Christian Life,’’ and ‘* Review ; What 
it Means to be a Christian.'’ Surely this will be a 
gloriously profitable quarter of 1918. 

Note, too, how each of these topics finds easy 
adaptation to every department of the school, and 
how helpful it is that when the adults are studying 
the subject of prayer, for instance, the children and 
youth should be studying the same. great theme. 
How the religious life of the home is enhanced, how 
the work of the Sunday-school is unified, and how 
the emphasis on the topic is increased! How in- 
ferior is the plan by which the children study prayer 
at one time, the Juniors ‘at another time, the Inter- 
mediates at a third time, the Seniors at a fourth time, 
and the Adults at still a fifth time! This focusing of 
interest on one theme is one of the great gains from 
Uniform Lessons, and the topical lessons bring out 
the Bible themes in a striking way. 

It is interesting to see a specimen topical lesson, 
and I take the follewing : 


2, July 14. Reading God’s Word. 
Lesson: Acts 8: 26-39; Psalm 19 : 7-11. 
26-31, 35-39; Psalm 19: 7-11. 
Golden Text: **Ye shall know the truth, and the truth 

shall make you free’”’ (John 8 ; 32). 
Devotional Reading ; Psalm 119 : 9-16, 97-105. 
Additional Material for Teachers: Psalm 37 : 313.119: 
9-16; Proverbs 13 : 13; Isaiah 55: 8-11; John 5: 
39, 46, 47; Romans 15 : 4. 
Primary Topic: Gov’s GREAT LETTER TO THE WORLD. 
Primary Memory Verse: ‘* Teach me thy way, O Je- 
hovah ’? (Psa. 27: 11). 

Junior Memory Verse: Psalm 119 : 105. 

Story Material : Matthew 7 : 24-274 Luke 24: 13-32; 
Acts 17: 10-12, 

Intermediate, Senior, and Adult Topic; **The Bible: 
What It Is and How to Make It Our Own.”’ 
Additional] Material: Deut. 6 : 6-9; Josh. 1: 8; 

Psalm 1: 2, 33° 119: 97-104; Isa, 40:8; John 
20 : 30, 31; Eph. 6:17; Col.-3: 16; 2 Tim. 3: 
14-17; Heb. 4: 12. 


Print Acts 8: 


Teachers and pupils will find these lessons exceed- 
ingly rich in the material suggested, and will be stim- 
ulated, we hope, to make a large use of Bible index 
and of concordance, adding many more Bible pass- 
ages for themselves. We hope, too, that the course 
will arouse a real interest in committing Bible verses 
to memory. 

By taking these steps the Lesson Committee shows 
that it is earnestly seeking the improvement of the 
Uniform Lessons. Undoubtedly every member of 
the Committee (and certainly I myself) would be de- 
lighted to hear from Sunday-school workers regarding 
these changes, by way of commendation or of ob- 
jection; or suggestions of still further improvement 
that may be made. 


AUBURNDALE, Mass 

















LESSON FOR APRIL 30 'Acts 12: 1-19) 





A Surgeon’s View of Billy 
"Sunday, Surgeon 


By Howard A. Kelly, M.D., LL.D., F.R.C.S. 






HE long-expected has conie to pass at last. The 

huge tabernacle squats like a big turtle on an old 

_ base-ball lot, and daily overflows with expectant 

throngs of sixteen, eighteen thousand, and more. The 

multitude gathers hours beforehand, and waits eagerly 

for the messages from God’s Word, interpreted in the 
plain language of the people. 

People’s opinions change day by day as the great 
drama of souls being quickened into life, and of 
others being consecrated to a new life of genuine 
service, unfolds in unexpected ways. Thousands who 
vigorously opposed Mr. Sunday's coming are now his 
warm friends and defenders. A leading professor, 
known the world over, said last Saturday night, with 
face expressive of hearty approval, ‘* Why, he is per- 
fectly honest and thoroughly in earnest ; I see nothing 
to object to." ‘* They are all against him at first, but 
when they go and hear him he gets them every one," 
say the officials in a near-by county seat. The violent 
and often hysterical objections, so common in let- 
ters to the papers before his coming, have helped 
the cause by making warm supporters of. the many 
who now wish to make amends. Gentile and Jew, 
Christian and infidel, are drawn by a common.im- 
pulse to hear the Gospel. . 

The one outstanding characteristic of Mr. Sunday's 
sermons is that he uses great plainness of speech. It 
is this refreshing frankness, coupled with the fact that 
he preaches plain Bible truths, salvation by the blood 
of Christ from the: power of Satan, and hell for those 
who reject Christ, —in this, I think, lies the force of 
a message which the power of the Holy Spirit drives 
into impenitent hearts. 

The trouble in Baltimore and Maryland, as every- 
where, has been the sleepy indifference of our Chris- 
tian churches. Our Christian ministers of all de- 
nominations have for some time past shown much 
uneasiness regarding the situation in our city and 
larger towns. The fact that about 67 percent of the 
people of Maryland are heathen is alarming, and 
shows us that we have a badly neglected missionary 
fieid right here athome. But no one has seemed to 
know just what to do, and no leaders have appeared. 

In expectation of a revival, preparatory services and 
praver-meetings were held faithfully, and we who 
professed to be Christians have been confessing our 
own great shortcomings and needs. Then it hap- 
pened that just when we seemed because of our sins 
and indifference to be without any more hope, our 
Father has generously sent us this abundant rain. 

I cannot say what is Mr. Sunday's best sermon ; 
certainly none have touched more hearts than the one 
on ‘‘the preaching of the cross, foolishness to the 
unbeliever and wisdom to the believer'’; or the 
appeal to ‘‘ yield our bodies a sacrifice unto God as 
our reasonable service’’; or ‘‘I find no faultin Him.’’ 
I myself do not know but that I liked the sermon to 
children on a Saturday afternoon as much as any. It 
was dramatic in the waving of the flags of the nations, 
and the breaking, one by one, of a lot of vases on a 
table ; and was an admirable, clear, and simple pres- 
entation of the great truth of the two ways, which quite 
naturally brought hundreds forward to take a stand. 
I sat for many years as a boy under Richard Newton 
in the old Epiphany, 15th and Chestnut Streets, 
Philadelphia, but I never heard even him, the prince 
of preachers to children, do any better. 

Sunday’s preaching is progressive in character, and 
I am sure can not rightly be called abusive at any 
stage. Mr. Sunday, however, justly and of neces- 
sity, unsparingly applied the lash to us more or less 
nominal Christians at first; we sorely needed it, for 
nothing short of the most drastic treatment could ever 
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have roused us from our deadly spiritual torpor. Now 
he is busy winning: souls and getting men to come 
forward and confess Christ openly, illustrating his 
Gospel themes from a wealth of personal experiences, 
simple, homely, touching little narratives, always with 
a point which never fails to enter. We who called 
ourselves Christians were many of us at first dazed, 
and then shocked to find that we were expected to go 
down into the vast audience and to do personal work 
in winning souls to. make a decision, but at last we 
have taken hold, and I veritably believe that the eyes 
of thany have been opened to the meaning of conse- 
cration in a way we had never dreamed of. It was 
just here that we greatly surprised the splendid 








For a Happy 
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What Your Sunday-School May Do to Have a Worth-While Observance 
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Trenton group of business men who cme down to see 
and to help us. 

Our city just now is much like a seething cauldron, 
for we are in the midst of the greatest opportunity 
ever yet offered to Baltimore. What will we do with 
it? That is the vital question. The answer depends 
in a large measure upon us who for years professing 
to be Christians have yet been crying, ‘‘A little more 
slumber, a little more sleep, a little more folding of 
the hands.’’ Are we not henceforth to know no man 
after the flesh, but only the man after the Spirit re- 
created in Christ Jesus, and sent out to suffer with 
Him and to serve? I believe we are. 

Jouns Hopkins University, Battimore, Mp. 


Mothers’ Day 


Honors Motherhood 





EGIN early to interest people. Mothers’ Day is 
the second Sunday of the happy month of 
May,—this year May 14. 

Have an advance notice in the church bulletin. 

Ask every one to wear a white carnation. 

Leave flowers at the school or church to be sent to 
sick mothers and children, or to hospitals. 

Arrange an order of service with the pastor and 
superintendent, and assist in carrying it out. 

Have a ten-minute address that will have some 
word in it for each department of the school and for 
the visitors, old and young. 

Send out Mothers’ Day invitation post-cards, in 
order:to secure a large attendance. 


A Program for the Day Itself 


* Enter into his gates with thanksgiving and into his 
courts with praise.’’ School rise and repeat in concert. 

Scripture reading, superintendent. 

Prayer, pastor. 

Selected hymn, school. 

Object and observance of Mothers’ Day, as stated by 
the founder, Miss Anna Jarvis : 


** Mothers’ Day” 


The general object of Mothers’ Day is a simultaneous 
observance throughout the world of the love and gratitude 
that men, women, children, and nations owe to their good 
mothers, 

The special object of Mothers’ Day is to honor and 
uplift motherhood, and to give happiness to ‘‘the best 
mother who ever lived,’’—your mother. 


Observance 


Live this day as your mother would have you live it. 

Make it a day of pleasure to her through your loving 
thought, visit, gift, or letter, or by having her as your guest 
of honor, 

If she be not living, perhaps you can place on her grave 
the white flowers of love and fidelity, not as a morbid sen- 


*timent, but in glad recognition that she was, to you, ** the 


best mother who ever lived.’’ 

In her memory remember the sick or unfortunate in 
hospital, home, or prison, or some one else with whom a 
little joy goes a long way. It may set the blood tingling 
in the veins of those you think have no heart, and who 
may think you have none, (‘To be read by leader of 
Mothers’ Association, or superintendent of Senior Depart- 
ment.) 

Music, vocal or instrumental. 

Quotations by famous men, by junior superintendent : 


**All that I am or hope to be I owe to my angel 
mother.’’—Adbraham Lincoin. 

‘*A mother is a mother still, the holiest thing alive.’’— 
Coleridge, 

** Make much of it while yet you have that most precious 
of all good gifts, a loving mother.’”’— Macaulay. 

Repeat the slogan for the day: ‘* Mother, the best 
mother who ever lived,’’ school standing. 

Address. 

Prayer for a mother’s birthday, by Senior scholar. 


Lord Jesus, thou hast known 
A mother’s love and tender care, 
And thou wilt hear, while for my own 
Mother most dear I make this birthday prayer. 


Protect her life, I pray, 
Who gave the gift of life to me ; 
And may she know. from day to day, 
The deepening glow of Life that comes trom thee. 


As once upon her breast 
Fearless and well content I lay, 
So let her heart, on thee at rest, 
Feel fears depart and troubles fade away. 


Her every wish fulfil ; 
And even if thou must refuse 
In anything, let thy wise will 
A comfort bring such as kind mothers use. 





Ah, hold her by the hand, 
As once her hand held mine ; 
And though she may not understand 
Life’s winding way, lead her in peace divine. 


I cannot pay my. debt 
For all the love that she has given; 
But thou, love's Lord, wilt not forget 
Her due reward,—bless her in earth and heaven. 
Henry van Dyke. 

Hymn by Primary Department. 

March by Primary and Beginners children, each child 
carrying a white carnation, and placing it in basket on 
platform, 

Lord’s Prayer, school. 

Benediction, 


—Mrs. Wilbur F. Heath, Somerville, N. /. 
“< 


Our Primary Mothers 


E HAVE had a very successful Mothers’ Day in 
our Primary Department, due to the fact that 
careful preparation was, made, Our regular 

program was followed, but the children knew that on 
this particular Sunday we were especially honoring 
our mothers, who had been invited to the service, 
and who came in large numbers. 

The only change in our usual surroundings was 
made with our sand-board. It had been filled with 
cluy, and exposed to view in front of the school so 
that all could see it, With colored pansies and some 
small white flowers the words ‘‘ Honor thy father and 
thy mother ’’ had been outlined. 

After the birthday exercises one of the mothers, 
accompanied on the piano by her husband, sang a 
child’s carol. These parents have three children in 
the Primary Department and one on the Cradle Roll. 
Then a grandmother, who had a number of grand- 
children in the department, spoke lovingly on the 
words, ‘* lake this child, and nurse it for me, and I 
will pay thee thy wages.'’ She told of her own chil- 
dren, two of whom are missionaries in China ; how 
she had nursed them for the Lord, and how she was 
constantly receiving her wages, 

After this delightful talk the leader read James 
Whitcomb Riley’s ‘‘ A Boy's Mother."’ 

I took for the subject of the day’s lesson, ‘‘ Jesus 
and His Mother.’’ I told of the rejoicing at. his 
birth ; the visit to Jerusalem ; back in Nazareth help- 
ing the family ; at the wedding, when his mother 
said, ‘‘ Do whatever my great boy wants you to do’’; 
his mother’s anxiety when she and the other children 
sought him out when they thought he was overwrought 
with his work ; and finally the scene on the cross 
when, notwithstanding his own suffering, he took care 
of his mother.— Wiliam D. Murray, Plainfield, N. /. 


< 
The Saloon-Keeper’s Baby 


HERE are not many things that will cause a 
saloon-keeper voluntarily to close his place of 
business for a whole day, yet a Cradle Roll was 

the innocent cause of making this strange thing actu- 
ally come to pass, The saloon-keeper’s only child 
was enrolled on the Cradle Roll of a near-by mission 
school, and when the annual Sunday-school picnic 
was arranged for the superintendent called on the 
mother and left a boat ticket for the baby, atthe same 
time cordially inviting baby to come and meet the 
other little ones. The attention so pleased the parents 
that they closed their saloon and brought baby to the 
picnic. - Elizabeth W. Sudlow, Rock Island, Illinois 
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LESSONS. APRIL 30. PETER. DELIVERED FROM PRISON. 


Acts 12: 1419. Commit verse 11 


Golden Text: The angel of Jehovah encampeth round about them that fear him, and delivereth them.—Psalm 34:7 _ 





The Lesson Pilot 
By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 


Getting Started in Class 


ARLY this year the North American of Phila- 
sciphie published a detailed account of an all- 
night job that three ‘‘cracksmen” had put 
through in that city. They had succeeded in steal- 
ing $17.50 from a safe. The interesting t of the 
news was the ‘itemized expense sheet” that the re- 
porter worked out for the operation. Here it is: 


To labor, three men, time and half-time 
for night work, #5 cach, OF ...scecereeeee 15.00 
To cost of two drills, best quality, broken, 


§ cents ...... escesesecensvooneesesocosscccecs. 8eGO 
Nitvoglycerine, one cake soap ...........+6 +25 
POS inecessocvciscoseebiecihendsvbeb betes devderbiiede -05 
One bottle whiskey, left behind..............; 1.25 

POM aisscoesscssocrdccsodsseder sins covesssease $18.05 


The safe door had been completely wrecked by the 
nitroglycerine explosion; but the comparison of ex- 
penses and ‘‘income”’ for that night’s work showed, 
as the North American inted out, a loss of 55 
cents to the robbers. After the job was finished 
they were poorer than when they started. 

It was a striking illustration of what we get for 
working for the devil. To-day’s lesson gives us a 
fully itemized report of a ‘'safe-cracking” job of a 
much more elaborate sort. Herod and his fellow- 
robbers worked only at a.terrible loss; they injured 
the ‘‘safe” and the treasury of heaven not at all. 


Our Background Material 


A young man named John Mark comes into this 
week's lesson (v. 12). He figures also in the lessons 
of the following two weeks, Some believe that he 
may have been the ‘certain young man” who was 
following Jesus at the time of his arrest before the 
crucifixion, mentioned in Mark 14: 51, 52. Apart 
from that possibility, and beginning with to-day’s 
mentien of Mark, he is definitely referred to nine 
times in the New Testament, and there is a tenth 
important and interesting fact also that we know 
about him. Dr. George M. Mackie of Alexandria 
recently preached in a church filled with soldiers, and 
he told them the story of John Mark as illustrating 


the wonders that the grace of God can accomplish in | 


the life of a young man. In next week's issue of the 
Times Dr. Mackie's ‘* Biography of John Mark” will 
be published, based on the nine New Testament 
passages referred to, and including the additional 
great fact. Let the class between now and next 
Sunday discover all that they can from the New Tes- 
tament about John Mark, to be confirmed or added 
to next week in class with Dr. Mackie’s ‘‘ Biography.” 


The Lesson Itself 


The references, except as otherwise noted, are to lesson-articles 
in this issue. Boldface figures at the end of certain paragraphs in 
those articles will help in quickly locating the references. 


The man who is resisting and fighting God likes 
to prove that he can do so successfully. Herod was 
‘*proving” this. Who was Herod? Get the ideas 
of the class ; then give the facts on the Herods men- 
tioned by Dr. Griffith Thomas (II, 2). 

This arrest of Peter is the fifth persecution in the 
church ; what were the other four? (Acts 4: 1-21; 
5: 17-40; 6: 8 to 7: 60; 8: 1-3.) In what “ye was 
the present, or fifth, persecution different from the 
abe a | four? See Dr. Griffith Thomas (I, 4). 

And why should Herod have wanted to persecute 
the Christians? See what the class think ; then ex- 
plain his motives as suggested by Dr. Griffith Thomas 
(II, 3, §): Mr. Ridgway (3); Mrs. Baldwin (1). In 
Pucker's class (Mr. Rogers, 4) you will find a vivid 
contrast between religious liberty in such a land as 
ours to-day and the situation in Peter's day. 

The lesson as a whole is a striking picture of the 
terrific conflict between the tremendous world powers, 
colossally in the majority, and the little handful of 
those who trust in God. Let the class run through 
the entire chapter 12 and make a list of the facts and 
actions of the world powers on the one hand, and of 
the believers on the other. For example, we find 
Herod representing the imperial world government 
of that day, the Roman Empire; then the soldiers, 
representing the great military system of this world 
empire; chains and iron doors representing the tre- 
mendous strength of material ites and so on. 
Over against these, when we turn to the believers, 
we find no carnal weapons, but spiritual ; ‘‘for the 
weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty 
through God to the pulling down of strong holds” 


‘ those were the days of unleavened bread. 


(The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson 
Committee for printing in lesson helps is 
Acts 12 : 3-1.) 


1 Now about that time Herod the wry Se forth his hands 
to afflict certain of the church. 2 And killéd James the 
brother of John with the sword. 3 And when he Saw that it 
pleased the Jews, he d to seize Peter also. 
And when he had 
taken him, he put him in prison, and delivered him to four 
quaternions of soldiers to guard him ; intending after the Pass- 
over ‘o bring him forth to the people. 5 Peter therefore was 
kept in the prison: but prayer was made earnestly of the 
chureh unto for him, 6 And when Herod was about to 
bring him forth, the same night Peter was sleeping between 
two soldiers, bound with two chains: and guards before the 
door kept the prison. 7 And behold, an angel of the Lord 
stood by him, and a light shined in the cell: and he smote 
Peter on the side, and awoke him, saying, Rise up quickly. 
And his chains fell off from his hands. 8 And the angel 
said unto him, Gird thyself, and bind on thy sandals, And 
he did so. And he saith unto him, Cast thy garment about 
thee, and follow me. g And he went out, and followed ; 
and he knew not that it was true which was done '!by the 
angel, but thought he saw a vision. 10 And when they were 
past the first and the second guard, they came unto the iron 
ate that leadeth into the city; which opened to them of 
i:s own accord : and they went out, and passed on through 
one street; and straightway the angel departed from him. 
11 And when Peter was come to himself? he said, Now I know 
of a truth,.that the Lord hath sent forth his angel and deliv- 
ered me out of the hand of Herod, and from the expecta- 
tion of the people of the Jews. 


1 Greek, through. 


The American Kevision copyright. 1901. by Themas Nelson and Sons 


“ 
Your Lesson Questions Answered 


These references are usually to paragraphs in lesson articles in 
this issue, indicated o bold-face figures. 

Verse 1.—Who was Herod the king? (Griffith Thomas, 
II, 2.) What time is referred to? (Griffith Thomas, II, 
2.) What was the occasion of this persecution ? (Griffith 
Thomas, I, 3; Baldwin, 1.) 

Verse 2,— What was the position of James in the church ? 
Who was John his brother? (Griffith Thomas, II, 4.) 


Verse 3.—Why did Herod wish to please the Jews? 
(Griffith Thomas, II, 3; Ridgway, 1.) Why had he first 
seized James instead of Peter? (Griffith Thomas, II, 4.) 

Verse 4.— What were quaternions of soldiers, and why 
Were so many set to guard Peter ? (Griffith Thomas, II, §; 
Rogers, 2). Why did Herod intend to bring him forth 
after the Passover? (Griffith Thomas, II, §; Mackie, 1.) 

Verse 6.—Was this the customary way to keep prison- 
ers? (Griffith Thomas, I], 7.) 

Verse 8.—What did the direction ‘‘Gird thyself’’ 
mean ? (Griffith Thomas, II, 7; Mackie,2.) What sort of 
clothing did Peter wear? (Griffith Thomas, I], 7.) 

Verse 10.—Who were the first and the second guard? 
(Griffith Thomas, II, 7.) What was the iron gate, and 
how far away was the city ? (Griffith Thomas, II, 7.) 

Verse 12.—Why did Peter go to the house of Mary? 
(Griffith Thomas, II, 8.) 

Verse 15.—-What is signified by their statement, “ It is 
his angel’’? (Griffith Thomas, II, 9; Mackie, 3.) 

Verse 17.—Who was James, and why did Peter mention 
him specially? (Griffith Thomas, II, 10.) 








2 Cor. 10: 4, Authorized Version). In their lives we 

nd undisturbed trust, prayer as their great activity, 
joy, fearlessness, and an experience of the super- 
natural which meant the smashing of the greatest 
mat¢rial things and of world powers. The hand of 
God versus the hand of Herod is strikingly illumi- 
nated by Mr. Howard in his article ‘‘ From the Plat- 
form.” Herod represented the world power as insti- 
gated by Satan (Griffith Thomas, III, 11). The 
shackling of Peter was made vivid and realistic in 
Pucker’s class (Mr. Rogers, 2, 3), by actual handcuffs 
from police headquarters ; if you can bring such 
handcuffs into your own class you may make the 
truth more vivid than in any other way ; then follow 
this object lesson with the unforgetable moral appli- 
cation made by Mr. Rogers (@). 

What was Peter’s state of mind that night in prison 
as he went to sleep? What did he know might await 
him the following re What his sleep indi- 
cated is weil illustrated by the London business 
man’s telegraphic. address (Round-Table, 2). The 
meaning of his sleeping is pointed out by Dr. Griffith 
Thomas (II, 6), and by Mrs. Baldwin (2). 

Some ‘‘ practical” persons of to-day would say that 
in a situation of this sort the sensible thing to do 
would be to go right to headquarters in order to se- 
cure the release of Peter. Get next to those on the 
inside of things in the government,—/Aa/ is the way 
to accomplish anything, they would say.. It's well 
enough, to pray ;. but we've gat to be up and doing. 












Those early Christians had a very different idea 


of what it means to be “ They did in- 
deed believe in going to uarters. be- 


lieved in getting close to those who were on the ‘*in- 
side” in ss ment.” But all this, to them, 
meant prayer. As Mrs. Baldwin (3) points out, 
prayer meant petitioning heaven instead of Herod, 
not an earthly ea but the King of kings. Yes, 
‘* prayer chan i “Find out whether the 
class really believes this and is — using prayer 
as the most practical activity of daily life, for — 
results. Bring out what Dr. Griffith Thomas (III, 12 
says as to the power of poh mel Show sow these 
Christians prayed (Mrs. win, 4,5). Get some 
one in the class who can read well to read aloud the 
verses on prayer at *‘ Wit’s End Corner,” following 
ragraph 7 in Mrs. Baldwin's article. What prayer 
oes and how prayer works is discussed by Mr. 
Ridgway (2). See Mr. Scroggie’s editorial on inter- 
cession, on the first two pages in this issue. 


The Truth That Is Golden 

How long did it take for those chains which bound 
Peter to drop from him when the angel of the Lord 
Ber ? (v. 7.) How long does it take for the shackles 
of sin to drop from us when, not an angel, but the Lord 
himself is allowed by our faith to speak the word? 
Christ is saying to us, ‘‘ Sin shall not have dominion 
over you” (Rom. 6:14). The instant we de/éeve him, 
and leave wholly to him the responsibility for work- 
ing the miracle of our freedom from the power of 
sin, that very instant the miracle is worked, and we 
are completely free (Rom. 8: 2). -But it must be all 
of grace; our works can have nothing whatsoever to 
do with our freedom. ‘If therefore the Son shall 
make you free, ye shall be free indeed” (John 8 : 36). 


Teaching Points 

Two angels of the Lord are at work in this chapter. 
One is an angel of deliverance and life (vs. 7-10). The 
other is an angel of judgment and death (v. 23). We can 
choose for ourselves which kind of angel shall serve us. 

The angel sent to Peter (vs.°7-10) did only temporal 
things for Peter; he did not minister to him spiritually. 
It has been suggested that, while angels are sent as ‘‘ min- 
istering spirits, sent forth to do service for the sake of 
them that shall inherit salvation’? (Heb. 1:14), these 
angels are responsible only for the physical or temporal 
well-being and safety of believers ; that when it comes to 
meeting the spiritual needs of believers, God sets the 
angels to one side and says that ¢4at is His own work. 
God himself, by his Holy Spirit, through the work of 
Christ, alone can meet our spiritual needs. How precious 
this makes our spiritual fellowship with God! 


Those who are closest to Christ are surest of persecu- 
tion. Lukewarm Christians know nothing of persecution, 
and need not fear it. Would you have been troubled as 
the Korean Methodist was, described in the Illustration 
Round-Table? (3.) Notice the article in Notes on Open 
Letters in this issue, on partaking of Christ’s sufferings. 


Questions for Study and Discussion 

Did Herod know he was doing wrong? 

Might God have answered the prayers for Peter’s deliv- 
erance by supernaturally setting Peter free without using 
any angel for this? Why did he not do so? 

Could others—unbelievers—have seen that angel had 
they been there and, awake at the time? 


In what way are Christians more blessed than angels? 
Give any Scripture you can. 

Why were these Spirit-filled Christians apparently sur- 
prised when their prayer for Peter was answered? Get 
the views of the class; then offer the suggestion made by 
Mrs, Baldwin (6). 


Was Peter cowardly to go at once ‘to another place ’’ 
(v. 17)? Give Scripture to show that he was obeying Jesus, 


A Glimpse of Next Sunday’s Lesson 


|For the teacher to give the class a week ahead. The suggestions 
and questions are for the members’ own preparation. ] 


The Missionaries at Antioch (Acts 11 : 19-30; 12: 2§ to 19: 12). 


**Give it to others” seems to have been the slogan 
of the early Church. Give what? The wonderful 
blessing that they had received from God in their 
ownlives. They just could not keep it to themselves. 
That is why they were missionaries,—in Antioch, 
where they were first called Christians, and then out 
from Antioch into other Mediterranean countries, 
When a person does not believe in foreign missions, 
what is fundamentally the matter with him ? 


Why was the Gospel first preached only to Jews? (v. 19), 
Why did such great numbers turn to the Lord? (v. 21.) 
What shows the practical kindness of these Christians? 

Why did Paul deal soseverely with Elymas, the sorcerer ? 
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Mastering the 


By the Rev. Professor W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. 






Whole Lesson 





I. Surroundings of the Lesson 
Connection.—The story of Peter's imprisonment 
and deliverance occupies a parenthesis between 
11:30 and 13:1. A new sort of persecutidn arose, 
not Jewish, but royal. -Hitherto, persecution had 
come from Jewish authorities in their mem but 
now Herod for personal or dynastic reasons deter- 
mined to persecute the Christians, and then when he 
saw that it gave pleasure to the Jews, whose favor 
he was always trying to win, he continued the work 
which had n through evident fear of danger to 
himself and his line. umanly speaking, it was a 
t blow to the church for two of its leaders, James 
and Peter, to be taken away from them, especially as 
a t advance was being made at Antioch. (1) 
The Book.—This section closes the third part of 
Acts from g: 32 to 12: 24. 
Date.—A. D. 44 is universally accepted as the date 
of Herod’sdeath. See Stirling, “ee 7, Nos. 
12-17. (Fleming H. Revell Co., New York, 40 cts.) 


Il. The Lesson 
Danger (vs. 1-5).—It is im 


between the Herods of the 
the death of Herod the Great 


ant to distinguish 
ew Testament. fter 
att. 2: 1) his king- 


dom was divided, Archelaus (Matt. 2: 22) governing 
udea, Samaria, and Idumea; Antipas (Mark 6: 14) 
alilee and Perea; Philip (Luke 3:1), Trachonitis 


and Iturea. Archelaus was banished after a few 
months and his terri placed under Roman gov- 
-ernors like Pilate. Herod Antipas is mentioned sev- 
eral times, and is the Herod of our Lord's ministry 
and death. Herod Agrippa was the Herod of Acts 
12, a grandson of Herod the Great and a nephew of 
Herod Antipas. After a life of adventure he won 
the favor of the Roman Emperor Caligula and after- 
ward of Claudius, and by a succession of steps, in- 
cluding the banishment of his uncle Antipas, he be- 
came king over all the territory ruled by his grand- 
father. It is thus that in our lesson he is described 
‘ as Herod the King. (2) 

‘> His policy was' that of :pleasing, the. Jews so far as 
he could do this, while gestern the favor of Rome. 
His.death occurred at the height of his fame, in A. D. 
44. For some time before his death he had been 
showing animosity to the Christians in Jerusalem, 
especially because for a few years there had been no 
Roman governor in that city. By flattering the 
Jews, giving much money to the temple and making 
a great pretense of religion, he tried to lead the Jews 
to think of himself as a sort of Messiah or King who 
would restore the glory of Jerusalem. (3) 

On this account he manifested hatred of Chris- 
rvs | just as his grandfather had done in the 
slaughter of the innocents. About the time that 
Barnabas and Saul were together in Antioch (11: 27- 
30) Herod began to show hostility to the Christians 
by persecuting the leaders. First, he put James, the 
brother of John, to death. James was one of the 
sons of Zebedee (Mark 1:19). He occupied an ifn- 
portant place in the ministry of the apostles during 
Christ’s lifeon earth (Mark 3:17; 5:37; 9:2; 14: 33). 
His sudden death gives special pr to the words 
about drinking his Master's cup (Matt. 20: 28). (4) 

Then, encouraged by the welcome which this re- 
ceived from the Jewish rulers, Herod took the still 
bolder step of seizing the leader, Peter, ting 
probably that if he were destroyed the sect woul 
collapse and disappear. Peter was put in prison 
with a guard of sixteen soldiers. The Passover 
(Exod. 12), with its crowds of ple, was a splendid 
opportunity for Herod to provide a great demonstra- 
tion and thereby increase his popularity. It is sig- 
nificant that he would not kill Peter until after the 
Passover Feast. Thus murder and piety were asso- 
ciated. His regard for times and seasons made him 
scruple to offend the feeling of the community by 
committing. this atrocious act on such a solemn occa- 
sion. The soldiers would be on guard, four at a 
time, for three hours. (§) 

Deliverance (vs. 6-11).—The night before the exe- 
cution Peter was asleep with a soldier on either side 
of him, one chain being on each hand and fastened 
to the soldier in charge. The sleep of the apostle 
shows his wonderful calmness, for he did not antici- 
ow any such deliverance. ‘Three times in the New 

estament do we read of Peter being asleep. The 
first and second were blameworthy (Luke 9:32; 
22: 46), but this was the sleep of perfect confidence. 
“So He giveth his beloved sleep.” (6) 

The elaborate care with which the authorities sur- 
rounded Peter showed what they thought of him. 
But the hour of deliverance was at hand. A super- 
natural messenger was sent and told him to rise 
quickly and prepare himself to go out. The long 


undergarment or tunic would be left loose for the - 


night, but would be fastened up for activity in day- 


‘stations within the area of the prison. The iron 


‘Barnabas either by birth or marriage. 


time. The outer garment or cloak would have been 
laid aside in the prison. ‘The direction was clear, 
precise and full, and the obedience prompt and un- 
questioning, though he hardly realized what was 
being done, There was evidently some superhuman 
wer at work, The first and second guard may 
ave been the warders posted outside the cell, but it 
is more probable that the reference is to two different 
ate 
would be the strong outside gate between the prison 
enclosure and the street. Then at length as they 
went out into the street the angel, having done his 
work, departed, and Peter became fully conscious of 
what had happaued. (7) 

Delight (vs. 12-17).—As Peter continued yeeer 
what had been done he arrived at the house of Mary, 
the mother of John Mark. We do not read of her 
elsewhere, though as Mark is called the cousin of 
Barnabas (Col. 4:10) she must have been aunt to 
She was 
clearly the Owner of a house of ‘some size. John 
Mark is mentioned several times (Acts 12:25; 33: 4, 
5, 13; 1§:36-39; Col. 4:10: Philemon 24; 2 ‘Tim. 
4: 11; 1 Peter 5: 13). (8) 

The whole story is wonderfully vivid. ‘The Chris- 
tians were gathered together in prayer Rapa the 
upper room of 1: 13), and the maid, Rhoda (meaning 
a ‘‘rose”), who opened the door, could not contain 
herself for joy and left Peter outside as she went in 
to notify who was there. The company evidently 
had not expected such an answer totheir prayer, but 
when the maid continued to assert that Peter was 
there they apparently expressed one of the beliefs 
current among the Teor that every man has a 

uardian angel assigned to him whocan assume the 
orm of the man he protects. Perhaps this belief is 
alluded to here (Matt. 18: 10; Heb. 1:14). (9) 

When Peter told what had happened, he asked 
them to inform James, our Lord’s brother, now tlie 
leader of the church (1: 14; 15:13), while he himself 
departed from Jerusalem. It is not known where he 
went, though most people think it was:to Antioch, 
but apparently it was only for a while, for in 15: 7-11 
he was back in Jerusalem again. (10) 

Death (vs. 18-24).—But judgment was at hand. 
Nothing could be more solemn than this reminder of 
the absolute impossibility of any human being as- 
mys | divine qualities or forgetting the supremacy 
of God in all things (Psa. 96:7; Dan. §:'23). Thus 
closed the life of the first a arg persecutor of the 
Gospel, and with significance the record puts in con- 
trast the wth and multiplication of Christianity; 
and says that “the Word of God grew and multi- 
plied.” Each effort of opposition served only to 
further the interests of Christ. There was continual 
progress as the Gospel kept growing and multiply- 
ing. ‘* The blood of the martyrs is the seed of the 
Church.” 


Ill. Central Truths 


As we look at this story in the light of the Golden 
Text we cannot help noticing three great powers: 


1, The Power of Satan.—Herod may be said to 
represent the world-power as instigated by Satan. 
This power was (1) mighty (vs. 1-4). Evil is per- 
mitted, and this is a callto usto ¢rust and wait. 
Yet the power is (2) /#ifed (vs. 7-10). Evil, though 
permitted, can only go so far, as God testifies, and 
this is a reason why we should érust and watch, 
because this power, though great and limited, is 
(3) doomed (vs. 21-24). Truth is mightier, and sooner 
or later we see the futility of all opposition. This is 
a call to ¢rust and work. (11) ‘ 


2. The Power of God.—As we contemplate what 
happened we notice three aspects of this divine 
power : (1) Inhuman extremity. Peter’s deliverance 
did not take place until the very last moment. - (2) In 
apparent impossibility. All the appearances were 
against deliverance, and on all sides it was unex- 
pected. (3) In complete victory. God was over- 
ruling everything from first to last, reminding us of 
the words of the prophet: ‘‘ No weapon that is formed 
against thee shall prosper’’ (Isa. 54: 17). 

3. The Power of Prayer.—This was the weapon 
used by the Church in opposition to the power of 
Herod. Humanly speaking, it seemed a very slight 
and insignificant weapon, but we know that prayer 
‘*moves the hand which moves the world.” Both in 
his Gospel and in Acts Luke lays great stress on 
prayer. There are too miany passages to quote, but 
they should all be studied as far as possible (Luke 


1:13; 14:1; 22:39; Acts 1:14; 9:11; 21:5, and 
others). Frayer has a threefold power: (1) In pos- 
sessing God, linking man to him. (2) Inovercoming 


Satan, because we are one with God. (3) In biess- 
ing man. It gave Petera _s conscience, perfect 
security, and patient hope. Inrelation tothe Church, 


_of that denomination make an address on ‘' 
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it cheered the heart, tested the character, and sur- 
prised the faith, The more we use this weapon the 
more it will prove to be worth while (Psa. 20: 7-9). (82) 


IV. The Lesson Outlined 
1. Danger (Dan. 6: 10-17). 
2. Deliverance (Psa. 91). 
3. ae (Matt. 18 : 15-20). 
4. Death (Psa. 34: 1-11). 
Wycurre CoL_ece, Toronto. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 


By William H. Ridgway 


Politics. —He proceeded to seize Peter also (v. 4). 
Herod wanted to make what the fans call ‘‘a grand- 
stand play.” He had-nothing particular against 
Peter. As with many other small-bore politicians 
religion did not trouble Herod. He was only inter- 
ested in ‘‘ which way the wind blows,” and the wind 
was not just then blowing the new religion's way. 
Quite the contrary. So the ‘‘wind” blew Peter, 
where political winds have blown many another re- 
former, right into jail. And it was confidently ex- 
pected the head of Peter would be blown into the 
same sawdust that received the head of James. I 
heard a man throw a stone (of course you can hear a 
throw) at one of our good denominations by saying, 
‘What like about the Blanks is that they never inter- 
fere with politics or religion.” 1am writing this note 
while on my way to hear one of the leading lawyers 
vangel- 
ism” before three hundred Presbyterian men. Poli- 
tics and Religion have always been tightly clas in 
each other’s arms—hold up, new! don’t get excited— 
with Politics trying to choke the tongue out of Relig- 
ion. Herod was one of the early bullies in the tussle. 
The Herods are still at it. When the Sunday-school 
man goes into politics for keeps if it is not ‘‘ good 
bye” piety. it 1s certainly ‘‘ good bye” religious in- 
fluence. f course it ought not be so, but, alas, it is 
(Matt. 22: 2; Jer. 29: 7; Rom. 13: 1). (1) 


Prayer.— Bui prayer was made earnestly of the 
church unto God for him (x.5). They knew exactly 
the right thing to do when there is ‘‘ nothing else to 
do.” The point of this lesson is not the miracle, but 
the wHy of the miracle. There are thousands of 
eburch folks who have not gotten on to the simple 
scheme of prayer. Iam skipping along at a great rate 
through the Jersey pines, What is running this 
train? That animal up there in the cab in blue 
overalls and goggles? Not a bit of it. There is 
something bottled up in that big black kettle along- 
side of him. And that something. got into the kettle 
out of that pile of black stones behind him in the 
tender. That engineer is only an ordinary everyday 
man. But so far as this train is concerned isn’t he a 
wonder! The power in that boiler is what gets 
things done. he man in blue with hand upon the 
throttle commands that tremendous power. All the 
men in all the world, all the horses in all the world 
could not swing this little train across the level lands 
of New Jersey at forty miles an hour, with a spurt 
now and then toa mile a minute. But that chap up 
there with the goggled eyes is doing it without mov- 
ing off his cushion. Well, prayer is just something 
like that. This little company of Christians could 
take care of Peter just as this engineer and his little 
train crew are taking care of me, in a little while to 
land me safe and sound with my friends at the sea- 
side (James § : 16-18; Psa. 34: 4-6). (2) 


At the Show.— And his chains fell off (v. 7). Just 
note, please, that when Peter got rid of his chains 
they were not sawed off, chiseled off, or hammered 
off. THEY FeLLorr. I was at a show one day and 
saw a clever man who let anybody in the audience 
tie him dowr and chain and lock him up any way 
they liked or could devise. They would set him ina 
cabinet and close the door. In an instant the man 
would step out of the cabinet with ropes and chains 
all fallen off. How is it done? I don’t know, but 
like all juggling it would be found simple enough if 
we did know. And simple indeed is the secret of 
chain-falling in the prison. Here in Coatesville we 
have a continuous performance of chain-falling mira- 
cles far more wonderful. Miracles of things are not 
to be compared with miracles of men, Earthborn 
materials are manageable, Heavenborn wills are— 
let’s see you change a good one, a Luther’s, a Knox's, 
a Wesley’s, or your wife’s! But the chains of habit 
and sin, clamped on by the will, fall off on the same 
order that loosened the chains of Peter. Come to 
Coatesville and we will show you freed Peters by the 
dozen. All prayer-meeting freemen now. ‘‘ He took 
the appetite all away from me” is a familiar rescue 
mission testimony. The chains fall off at Heaven’s 
touch (John 8: 36; Rom. 6: 18; Psa. 103 : 12). 


Following the Angel.—Gird thyself ... cast thy 
garment about thee and follow me (v. 8). Peter did 
not even own a hacksaw or a chisel ora hammer. So 
the chains were made to drop over his ankles and his 
wrists. But Peter did own an excellent pair of legs. 
Heaven did for him only the impossible. After that 
Peter must look out for himself. Heaven is exact- 
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ingly economical (John6; 12; Rom, 2: 11). Guidance 
is cleuwe supplied after we have girded and coated 
ourselves, never before. As Old Sol ruus his daily 
trip up over Cemetery Hill and across the valley and 
around the world and back again he has always under 
his great light the splendid sight of real men strappin 
up their trousers and getting into their coats an 
asking, ‘* Lord, what wilt thou have me todo to-day ?” 
In all the walks of life, in allthe nations, are men who 
have nobly fought the daily fight against evil. ‘They 
have won out, made good, and arrived because they 
followed the angel whom God sent. What would you 
have called Peter had he failed to follow his deliverer ? 
Peter was not afraid he would not hold out. He was 
not afraid he might backsiide into jail again because 
Herod the king was a bigger man than Peter the 

asant. That was none of Peter’s business. If 

eter expressed his thoughts he no doubt said, 
“This angel can fix old foxy Herod.” You fellows 
can also say as you are delivered from sin, ‘*My 
angel can fix old foxy Satan.” This is the whole 
scheme, philosophy, and secret of the successful 
Christian life. 


Vasiahing Angels.— Now J know of a truth, the 
Lord hath sent forth his angel and delivered me 
v. 11), Was Peter no better than the rest of us? 

id he not recognize his good angel until the heavenly 
messenger was gone? 1am on the Quaker City ex- 
press flying east through the springtime and over the 
guegpecy mountains, I have been spending the 
day in the great factory of the H. J. Heinz Company 
at Pittsburgh. Mr. Heinz advertises extensively 
‘‘s7 Varieties,” but never a word about the noblest 
building of all his fine group. This structure is the 
‘‘Sara Heinz House.” The neighbors call it ‘‘the 
settlement building.” Mr. Heinz not only gives 
splendid employment and good wages to hundreds 
of women and girls, but here in this spacious and 
beautiful palace, in memory of a beloved wife, the 


leisure hours of all the employees are carefully and 
lovingly ree for, But mark you this: Pitts- 
burgh will never appreciate Mr. Heinz until this 


founder and builder and conserver is gone and some 
kind of a Pickle consolidation runs things on “a 
strictly business basis"! Our land has many big- 
hearted business men doing all they can for their 
work et per I know. many. How many of them 
have their efforts appreciated, I wonder ? 
COATESVILLE, Pa, 
“ 


The Illustration Round-Table 


LLUSTRATIONS must reach The Sunday: School Times 
three full months in advance of the date of the lesson. If 
coming later they may not be considered at all. Do not 

submit illustrations without first securing a circular that ex- 
plains the acceptance of material, and the year's lesson calen- 
dar, which will be sent for a two-cent stamp. All readers are 
invited to assist in the conduct of this department. One dollar 
is offered for every anecdotal lesson illustration used, and two 
dollars for the best illustration each week. 


Two Reasons for Thanksgiving.—7%e angel of /e- 
hovah encampeth around about them that fear him 
Golden Text), An old Jersey farmer had been 
riving his wagon late one evening down the ‘* Long 
Hill,” near Princeton, when the holding-back stra 
parted, and the rather wild young mare made a dash 
down the steep and dangerous incline. Swaying on 
one side or the other, momentarily fearing to be 
dashed against a wayside tree or gully, he neverthe- 
less reached the bottom of the hill in safety. He 
drove at once to the doctor’s home. ‘‘ Doctor,” he 
cried, ‘‘I want toask you to kneel down here and 
pray with me, to offer thanks. I was Griving down 
the ‘long hill’ a few minutes ago, when my holding- 
back ote broke and my horse ran away, and yet I 
reached the bottom, slowed up, and actually, doctor, 
I was alive.” ‘* We will offer thanks,” said the 
Princeton president, ‘‘and while we are on our 
knees we will rememter aiso to give thanks for an 
even more wonderful | phere the good God showed 
me on that very hill this very day.” ‘The farmer 
marveled, ‘ Yes, continued the doctor, ‘‘I drove 
down the Long Hill to-day, and the holding-strap 
didn’t even break."—An incident told of Dr. Me- 
Cosh, in the Presbyterian. Sent by Mrs, R. W. 
Lowe, Delevan, N. Y. 


Would We Have Wondered Why ?-— Now about that 
time Herod the king put forth his hands to afflict 
certain of the church (v. 1). During the days of 
persecution in Korea, when the leading Christians 
were being bundled off to Japanese jails, those not 
arrested felt that they were ifso facfo lacking in 
their Christianity. A Methodist ‘pastor went to a 
missionary with the complaint: ‘‘ Maksa, there must 
be something wrong in our Methodist Church. I fear 
we are lacking in faith, There are. thirty-seven 
Presbyterians in jail and only one Methodist. I fear 
the Lord does not count us worthy to suffer persecu- 
tion.—From The Continent. Sent by Fred. H. Wil- 
son, Brooklyn, N. Y. (1) 


- Undisturbed, London.— Zhe same night Peter was 
sleeping (v. 6). I knew a man, since gone to his 
rest, who carried on an active service *for his Mas- 
ter in the busiest of all cities, and who selected for 
himself a telegraphic address which might stand at 


-from the street. 
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the head of his notepaper. What do you think this 
busy man's address was? It was this: ** Undis- 
turbed, London.” And it always found him at home, 
—that is to say, in God,—so far as 1 could judge of 
his dwelling-piace in the days when I knew him, be- 
fore he had run out his leasehold in the church mili- 
tant and taken up his freehold in the church tri- 
umphant. Such a one, living at such an address, 
verifies the truth of paeh topes which says of the good 
man that *‘ He shall not be afraid of evil tidings; his 
heart is fixed, trusting in the Lord.”"—From Dr. /. 
Rendel Harris. Sent by J. A. Clark, Greetland, 
Halifax, Eng. (2) 

In the Cell.—A light shined in the cell (v. 7). The 
great musician, Beethoven, had always a great horror 
of deafness, and his feelings may be imagined when 
he found that he was becoming “hard of hearing.” 
When the first symptoms of the infirmity became 
apparent, he became the prey of an anxiety border- 
ing on despair. Doctors and quacks alike were con- 
sulted, and the Royal Library at Berlin sses a 
collection of ear trumpets and similar instruments 
which he made in the vain hope of assisting his 
weakening sense, But the deafness incr until 
at last he conversed only by means of writing. Yet 
it was after he was dead to all sense of sound with- 
out that Beethoven wrote his grandest music, Out 
of a calamity came forth sweet music.—From the 
Home Messenger. Sent by ]. A. Clark, Greetland, 
Nie Say Eng. The prize for this week is awarded 
to this tllustration. 


When We Follow,—Fo//ow me (v. 8). I remember 
when the Boston subway was opened, between my 
first and second visits to that city. The first time I 
found the streets in the center all congested and 
blocked from excess of car traffic, but on the second 
visit a subway had pulled the congestion underground 
and left the streets clear. It was a at engineer- 
ing feat, and my host that second time said, ‘‘ We 
shall go and view our new subway.” As we neared 
the entrance in Park street, he went ahead of me. 
Let him do it. There are turnstiles and wicket- 
gates between me and the subway, but 1, coming 
after him, had not to deal with them. It is number 
one, not number two, of the party who gets the 
tickets. So all our difficulty. comes through our per- 
sistent and foolish clinging to the number one place, 
whereas rest and peace and the open door come from 
our becoming number two. How our knuckles get 
sore beating against iron gates we have no business 
totry toopen. Is it not so? Let the Lord go first, 
and you fallin behind, Peterisin behind the angel, 
and the iron gate is to be dealt with by number one 
of the party. So ‘it opens to them of its own ac- 
cord.” The iron gate bows tothe messenger of God, 
and Peter, as number two, slips out while it bows to 
number one. Peter is free!Arom John Robertson, 
D.D., in The Sunday School Times. Sent by W.R. 
Clark, Jersey, Eng. 


4 
Visiting the Lesson Scenes 


HE house where Mark and his mother lived can- 
not be genuinely identified to-day. ‘The changes 
of nineteen hundred years have swept it out of 

existence. But there are hundreds of houses practi- 
cally like it in the city now. We have seen sonie 
such houseson David Street and on Christian Street, 
above the merchants’ shops. (Use stereographs for 
January 9 and February 20.) We have seen at Jaffa 
the interior of just such a courtyard as the maid- 
servant Rhoda had to cross when she went to peep 
out through the high gate which separated the yard 
(Use stereograph for April 16.) 

‘lo understand still better the sort of home in which 
Peter's friends lived, let us mount to the roof of a 
large building close by Jerusalem’s northern wall 
(the spot is marked 17), and look down into the nar- 
rowly restricted premises of some of the neighbors, 
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Haifa mile away, beyond the round dome of the 
modern church of the Holy Sepulchre, we see a large 
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square tower at the western edge of thecity. That 
is a part of Herod's old citadel. It may be that Peter 
had n imprisoned there. ; 

All the space between us and the citadel tower is 
covered with buildings, mostly oné- or two-story 
structures with flat or dome-shaped roofs. We see 
no trace of streets. That is because Jerusalem has 
only very narrow lanes, often winding this way and 
that in a most bewildering fashion. As we look down 
over the nearer housetops we get glimpses into many 
little court-yards, some not larger than ordinary 
rooms, high-walled, but open to the sky. Each yard 
has its street door or gate, securely locked or barred 
at night for fear of Foal In the case of Peter’s 
friends,‘they had reason also to fear the city police 
and unfriendly neighbors. 

Use a stereograph entitled ‘‘ Jerusalem, city of 
Zion, southwest from the northern wall.”’ 


The Underwood Travel System is, under this heading, ap- 
plied as usual to the lessons the year. ‘The use of the 
stereographs will be found a most practical help in making 
the lesson places real. Forty-four places will be visited during 
1916. ‘The forty-four begs ge cost 97.33. and, if all are 
ordered at one time, a cloth-bound, gold-lettered case will 
be given free. places are to described with the 
lessons of this second quarter ; cost $1.84. The five for April 
alone, 84 cents. ( than five in one order cost 20 cents 
each.) Stereoscopes, 90 cents each. Postage or is 
prepaid on all orders for ste aphs or stereoscopes, tern 
slides of the same scenes can also be obtained. Plain slides, 
50 cents each ; sepia-tinted, 55 cents; colored, $1.10. In orders 
for twenty-five or more at one time prices are ; plain slides, 40 
cents each ; sepia-tinted, 45 cents ; colored, a Address 
The Sunday School Times Company, 1031 Walnut Street, 
Philadelphia. . 


Oriental Lesson-Lights 
By George M. Mackie, M.A., D.D. 


Missionary to the Jews, and Minister to the Anglo-American 
Congregation in Beyrout, Syria 


NTENDING after the passover to bring him 
forth (v. 4). During the passover festival the 
Jews would not wish to incur ceremonial pollu- 

tion by entering a Gentile court of justice. (1) 

Gird thyself (v. 8). The long tunic with sleeves, 
called ‘‘ coat" in the Gospels (Matt. 5 : 40), was worn 
with a.sash or belt tied tightly round the waist dur- 
ing the day and unfastened at night. Cas? thy gar- 
ment about thee, referring to the large square sleeve- 
less ** cloak” of heavier material not thus fastened. 
It may have fallen off when he rose hastily at the 
angel’s command, or it may have been spread loosely 
over head and body during sleep. (2) 

And passed ou hiiagh one street (wv. 10). After 
that, it would have been easy for Peter to turn aside 
into one of the numerous narrow dark lanes if he 
heard the sound of pursuit behind him. 

A matd came to answer, named Rhoda (v. 13). 
The night-caller knocks at the outer door or gate and 
calls out, //74h/ (Open), and the voice from within 
answers, exclaiming, Min? (Who?) The name 
Rhoda (rose) in its Arabic equivalent Wardeh is a 
very familiar one in Syrian families to-day. 

/t ts hts angel (v.15). That is, bringing the sad 
intimation that they might cease from further prayer 
for his deliverance ee humbly accept the will of 
God. This is a reverent duty in which Oriental faith 
excels under all circumstances of privation and sor- 
row. The frantic and hysterical wailing that marks 
the house of bereavement, and especially the hour of 
the funeral, is a concession to the etiquette of mourn- 
ing, and the. broken column of defeated hopes and 
love's loss is a familiar feature of the Jewish ceme- 
tery. (3) 

ALEXANDRIA, EGyPT. 


b 4 
From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—O God, who hast broken 
the bonds of those whom thou wouldst deliver in all the ages 
past, here in our school to-day we pray thee that thou wilt 
break the bonds of any unworthy imprisoning that holds any 
of us in slavery. We know that thou art Jehovah, and that 
thy power has been shown as over against the tremendous 
forces of evil that would hold us in bondage. We pray thee 
to-day that we may know and accept thy deliverance from 
the power of sin, and that through Jesus Christ our Lord 
we may be led out by the Spirit into freedom and joy. Change 
our stormy times, we pray thee, into sunny summer days, and 
may we be ready to pass on the glad-tidings even to those 
who seek to do us harm. In thy dear name we pray. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—If you can think of any way by 
which Peter could have been guarded any better than 
he was by those prison-keepers, you will have a pretty 
inventive mind. Everything was done to make per- 
fectly sure that he could not escape, and the powerful 
hand of Herod was reached out over the whole 
arrangement, 

Something else was going on, too, A little sfrug- 
gling church was keeping up a steady prayer-meeting. 
They were just asking God to stretch out his hand. 
lt was a case of the hand of Herod and the hand of 
God in conflict, and prison walls and a praying 
church in conflict. 














LIOSSON FOR APRIL 30 (Acts 12: 1-19) 





THE HAND o Roo 
WHICH PREVAILS? 


Have you ever been in trouble when you 
thought that there was no sie out? Have 

ever thought that the hand of God had 
ne of and that his love had been 
withdrawn? Peter had not fallen to this 
state of mind, but it certainly did look as if 
the prison authorities had made sure of their 
victim. If evil ever seems to have made 
sure of you, you had better think over this 
release of Peter, and remember that the 
same God stretches out his hand to-day who 
loosened the grip of Herod. 

PHILADELPHIA. 











Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“A mighty fortress.is our God.” 
** Come, my soul, thy suit prepare.”’ 
‘* From every stormy wind that blows,”’ 
** God moves in a mysterious way."’ 
‘* God will take care of you.”’ 
‘* How firm a foundation.” 
**O troubled heart, be thou not afraid." 
‘* Under His wings I am safely abiding."’ 
(References in parentheses are to the metrical 
Psalm k “* Bible Songs.’”) 
Psalm 34 : 17-22 (72 : 1-3). 
Psalm 46 : 1-11 (96 : 1-4). 
Psalm 5 : 11, 12 (9 : I, 2). 
Psalm 31 : 19-24 (65 : 1-4). 
Psalm gt : 1-16 (184: 1, 2, 4). 








| Department Helps 


The Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


OTE.—According to the principles of 
story-telling, a complete story re- 
quires: 1. A short, interesting begin- 

ning. 2. Actions or events in order, 3. 
The climax. 4. A satisfactory ending. 

It would not satisfy children to leave Peter 
standing alone in the street at night, as in 
the printed portion of Scripture. The story 
continues through verse 19, which takes him 
to the shelter of a home among his friends, 
where he finds safety for a little while, until 
he depar® for Czsarea. 

It is helpful to impress upon the children 
that the prayers of friends were answered in 
his behalf. 

Lesson Teaching.—God hears and answers 
prayer. : 

Review.—Cornelius prayed that God would 
send some one to tell the story of Jesus to 
him and his friends. God heard and an- 
swered by sending Peter. Afterward Peter 
returned to Jerusalem to tell the people in 
the church all about it. They were sur- 
prised that God’s Holy Spirit had been given 
to Cornelius and his friends, who were not 
Jews. 


This Week’s Lesson Story.—King Herod 





heard in Jerusalem how, the story of Jesus, 


was spreading. He wanted to stop it. The 
death of Stephen hadn’t stopped it. Wher- 
ever people were scattered they talked about 
Jesus. To frighten the disciples, King Herod 
killed James, the brother of John and the 
friend of Peter, with the sword, They had 
been partners, as fishermen, when they lived 
near the Sea of Galilee. 

Some of the Jews wanted Herod to arrest 
Peter also, and to put him to death. Herod 
did arrest Peter, but because the Passover 
feast days had come Herod put Peter in 
prison, with soldiers to guard him until after 
Easter, when he meant to put him to death. 

It was about this time of year, in the 
spring. Peter’s friends were greatly trou- 
bled. They met to pray for him by day and 
night, while he was in prison. The last 
night came before Herod intended to bring 
him forth to die. Peter went to sleep with a 
soldier on each side, to whom he was chained 





, 
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passed one gate, then another, till 
they came to the pods iron gate which led 
to the city street. You remember in last 
Sunday’s 
the | away from the door of Jesus’ 
tomb. Peter knew all about that. God’s 
angel must have opened the great iron gate 
to the prison, for when they came to it the 

te opened, Peter and the angel went 

rough into the street. Peter was free. It 
was not a dream. 

Then the angel left him. There stood 
Peter, alone in the night on the street, not 
far from the prison. Peter said to himself, 
Now I know that God sent his angel to de- 
liver me from Herod and those , va who 
wanted to kill me. ‘* The angel of Jehovah 
encampeth round about them that fear him, 
and delivereth them.”’ 

‘The street was not a safe place to stay. 


of 


ter story how God’s angel rolled | 


and saying if God cared, why didn’t he hear 
our cry and come to our relief? Even 
trifling affliction often causes us to lose faith 
and turn our backs upon God. Peter went 


soundly to sleep that night, expecting that 
death awaited him in the morning. How 
could he sleep? 


Peter had learned to trust Christ. Peter 
knew if it was God’s will for him to be 1e- 
leased he woula be released. If not, then 
Peter didn’t want release. Many o/ us want 
our own way regardless of whether it is 
God’s will for us or not, Peter had given 
his life over entirely to Christ, believing that 
he was able and would take care of him. 
So, without fear, , or discouragement, 
Peter slept as soundly as a babe in its 
mother’s arms, (2) 

We liave been looking at Hero«’s side, 
the human side. Now God frequently leaves 
his deliverances to the last minute, But the 
last minute leaves time enough for God. 
What were Peter’s friends doing for him? 
Praying! They were doing the biggest thing 
possible todo. Instead of petitioning Herod, 
they petitioned heaven ; not an earthly king, 
but the King of kings. There was abso- 
lutely nothing they could do of themselves. 
But they had one who could do—one.who 
was not only mighty, but almighty. (3) 

Observe their prayer: 1. The whole 
church prayed. The members of this church 
were praying people. The affliction of one 
member became the affliction of the entire 
church, as itshould be. There was unity and 





Peter thought he would find the h 
John Mark’s mother, where his friends often 
met for prayer. Although it was night, many 
were gathered there praying. 

Peter found the place on knocked on the 
door of the gate. A maid named Rhoda 
came to answer. As it was late at night, 

erhaps she called, Who’s there? When 

Peter answered she knew his voice and ran 
back into the house to tell the friends that 
Peter stood before the gate. She hadn’t 
opened nor unlocked it, so Peter couldn’t 
enter. Some of the folks thought that she 
was crazy and told her so. 

Rhoda said that Peter was there at the 
gate. ‘They said, It is his angel. ‘They 
heard the knocking again, so they hurried to 
‘open the' door. When'they saw Peter they 
were surprised. They wanted to shout for 
joy, but Peter motioned for them to keep 
still. When he was safely in the house he 
told the whole story. Then they believed 
that God had heard and answered their 
prayers. 

Peter knew that Herod’s soldiers might 
hunt tor him, when they knew he had 
escaped, He left some messages for friends 
and departed for another place that night. 
Afterward he went back to Caesarea, where 
Philip and Cornelius lived, 

In the morning after Peter was delivered 
from the prison, the soldiers missed him and 
were greatly troubled. When Ilerod heard 
about it a search was made, but Peter was 
safe, 

Hand*work.—Draw a prison-door. 
one side write Peter; on the other, Safe. 

Home Expression.—Cultivate daily prayer. 


On 


‘‘ Dear Jesus, hear me, 
Hear thy little child to-day; 
Hear, oh, hear me, 
Hear me when I pray."’ 
CHICAGO. 


“ 


My Class of Girls 
By Mes. Luella Denison Baldwin 


HE. persecution of the Christians had 
ceased, but only for a time, . Satan 
never lets up in his attack upon any 

Christian for any length of time. 


Roman authority had made Herod Agrippa | 


I the ruler of Palestine. His ambition 
went further, He wanted to become an in- 
dependent king. He needed the help of 
the Jews to do this. He knew that the 
Jewish leaders hated the Christians. To 
gain Jewish favor he began to persecute and 
kill the Christians. (3) 

Peter and James were among the most 
fearless and active of the disciples... Herod 
doubtless deemed it wise to begin with the 
Christian leaders. -He had. killed James, 
one of the three loved disciples of Christ, 
and was waiting to kill Peter. Humanly 
speaking, there would be no hope for Peter. 

What would you havedone? What would 
have been your state of mind if you had been 
in Peter’s place? Many of us would have 
been pacing the cell, fairly tearing our hair, 





eness, 2. ae knew howto pray. They 
asked God for definite things. They prayed 
earnestly ; they were intense in their desire, 


Because God didn't release Peter on the 
first day of the Passover they didn’t give up. 
‘They held on to God without ceasing for 
eight days, and then they didn’t lose heart, 
They prayed right on throngh the night, and 
were still claiming the answer when Peter 
knocked at the door (v, 12, Heb, 11 :6). 
When folks pray like that, miracles are sure 
to be taking place at the other end. What 
was taking place? (§) 

Peter was sleeping so soundly that it took 
a real blow to waken him. But God was 
not asleep. He was watching over and'pro- 
viding for his own (Psa. 121: 3, 4). 

Would we have obeyed the angel as Peter 
did, or would we have argued that it was no 
use totry to escape? If we should get past 
one officer, how could'we pass them all, or 
get through the doors and the iron gates? 
It’s our business to do what we are told. It 
is God’s part to surmount the difficulties, to 
take care of the ‘‘ hows.”’ 

Picture vividly the scene when Peter 
knocked. Who recognized him? Was 
Rhoda expecting greater things from God 
than were the others? She seems to have 
been looking for Peter, and rushed to the 
door as soon as he had knocked. She was 
not amazed, but overwhelmed with joy. 
Doubtless all of the church dignitaries were 
gathered there for prayer. Rhoda was but 


a girl, and a working girl, but her expectant | 


faith led the Holy Spirit to record her name, 
and hers only, in the record of Peter’s 
release. 

Why were the others astunished when 
their prayer was answered? They did not 
lack faith, else they would not have prayed 
as they did. Presumably it was not the fact 
that their prayer was answered, but the way 
it was answered, that astonished. them. 
Many of us make up our minds as to just 
when, where, and how God will answer our 
prayers, Then we are amazed when God 
does not work according to our plans, but 
answers them in a better way. (6) 

Perhaps you are facing some insurmount- 
able difculty, You nay be a Christian, yet 
chained to defeat, Perhaps some loved one 
is a slave to bad habits or bound hand and 
foot to false doctrine or sin. You and I are 
just as helpless to change ourselves, others, 
or our conditions, as -were these disciples. 
**Man’s extremity is God’s opportunity.” 
Christ alone can meet our need. He is able. 
He is willing.’ Let us'claim him. (7) 


Are.you standing at ‘'.Wit’'s End Corner,"’ 
Christian, with troubled brow? 

Are'you thinking of what is before you, 
And all you are bearing now? 

Does all the world seem against you ! 
And you in the battle alone? 

Remembeft—at ‘‘ Wit’s End Corner” 
Is just where God's power is shown. 


Are. you Standing at ‘* Wit's End Corner,”’ 
Yearning for those you-love, 

Longing and praying and watching 
Pleading their cause above. 
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Trving to lead them to Jesus, 
ondering if you've been true. 
He whispers at ‘ Wit's End Corner,"’. 
* ll win them as I won you!"’ 


Are you standing at ‘' Wit’s End Corner?" 
‘Then you're just in the very spot 

‘To learn the wondrous resources 
Of him who faileth not! 


No doubt to a brighter pathwa 
Your footsteps will soon be - 
But only at ‘* Wit's Find Corner" 


Is “ God who is able"’ proved ! 


For Next Week’s Lesson 

Let each girl to class a map she has 
made, eatin: nae the places prnlened: 

What can you learn about Antioch ? 

How did the word Christian come into use? 

What constitutes a Christian? 

What commendable characteristics does 
Barnabas reveal in this lesson ? 

Does one need some specific call to be 
called of God to the mission field? 

How may I know to what life-work God 
is calling me ? 


Bis_e INSTITUTE, Los ANGELEs. 
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For Those Using the Times 
Question Quarterly for Pupils 


SIMPLE plan helped to increase the 
lesson-study in atypical Sunday-school 
by 500 percent. The Sunday School 

Times has arranged with the superintendent 
of that school, W. V. Long, of El Paso, 
Texas, to give the plan to every one in 


The Times Question Quarterly for Pupils 


This Question ange gives date, num- 
ber, title, Golden Text, and Scripture refer- 

ence of each lesson, buf no text. For the 
| text pupils must use their Bibles, and famili- 
| arity with their Bibles is‘thus the first advan- 
| tage of this plan, 

In the Quarterly itself, following the title, 
Golden Text, etc., come two sets of ques- 
tions on the lesson. ‘The first set (usually 
about seven in number) is intended to cover 
the ‘*story’’ of the lesson. Each pupil is 
required to answer this first set of questions 
in writing, using blank space provided for 
the purpose on each page. The leaf is per- 
forated, ‘The pupil tears it out and brings 
it to Sunday-school with him, 

A second set of questions follows, contain- 
ing additional work for the older pupils, on 
which written work is not required. 

Each week The Sunday School Times 
will publish a brief article by Mr. Long 
telling how to make the most effective use 
of the Questions in the Quarterly for that 
week, 

The Times Question Quarterly for Pupils, 
for the Second Quarter of 1916, each per- 
forated sheet containing two sets of questions 
on the lesson, with blank space for written 
answers, may be ordered at 10 cents per 
quarterly booklet, postpaid, or 40 cents a 
| year, from The Sunday School Times Co., 
| 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelpbia. 











Mr. Long’s Hints on Lesson 5 


tg the questions below the line as a 
teaching outline. Call on each pupil 

to supply his particular part of the 
lesson as it is‘ needed, if you divided the 
work as suggested last week. 

In connection with question 5, the fact 
that Peter went to sleep showed very clearly 
that he was not worried. 

See questions 7 and 7 of our next lesson and 
pave the way in this lesson for those ques- 
tions in the next lesson. 


Next Week’s Lesson 


The assignment of work above the line on 
the next lesson is not so heavy as it looks ; 
there will be but little writing, the answers 
being short. 

The questions below the line are also 
numerous but easy, and it is not necessary 
to divide the work. It is better not to 
divide it, but to let each pupil get for him- 
self some idea of the spread of the Gospel, 
Ilowever, some classes may be old enough 
to do the work below the line if it is divided 
up, but not far enough advanced to do all of 
it; and the following groupings of questions 
are therefore suggested: a, 4; a, ¢; first 
part of ¢ with d, 7 with 7. 

Question 4 in next week’s lesson is in- 
serted verv largely to give opportunity to 
teach pupils the use of concordance. Don’t 
overlook the opportunity. Better see that 
they understand it to-day. 





Et Paso, TExas. 
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Pucker’s “‘ Boy’s-Eye View” 
By the Rev. William O. Rogers 


HEN Herod saw that killing Chris- 
tians made him solid with the Jews 
he arrested Peter and condemned 

him to death. 

**Didn’t they have any laws 
days ?’’ asked Bumps disgustedly. 

** Not such as protect us now,’’ explained 
teacher. ‘* Kings could often do about as 
they pleased with the common people. 
What a revolt it would create now if Presi- 
dent Wilson should have some street preacher 
hanged without trial. It takes Mexico and 
Turkey for that. We little’ realize what 
blessings ‘we enjoy under our Constitution. 
No wonder men died ‘to secure such liberties 
for their children.’’ (1) 

Well, Peter was kept in prison ready to 
be killed right after the Passover feast. Bull- 
dog told how LIlerod fixed Peter so he 
couldn’t get away. He detailed four fours 
of soldiers to guard him, each four on duty 
six hours out of twenty-four, while the others 
rested, Two of the four on duty were 
chained to Peter with handcuffs, like the 
députy sheriffs were to that bank robber they 
took to the Michigan city pen last month, 
The other two stood guard in the corridors 
outside the cell door. (2) 

Teacher brought out two pairs of hand- 
cuffs that he borrowed down to police head- 
quarters, and told Bulldog to show how 
Peter was fixed. So Bulldog locked one on 
my right hand and one on his left. Then 
we took Fatty for the prisoner, and each of 
us snapped a cuff on his hand nearest to us. 
We sure had him. (3) 

Teacher said those handcuffs were like 
sin. Sin makes us prisoner, body and soul, 
It locks habits on our bodies and guilt on 
our souls. But Christ can set us free from 
both, and if he has set us free even being in 
jail doesn’t really make us prisoners, He 
thinks Peter in prison was really lots freer 
than wicked old Herod on his throne. (4) 

Teacher unlocked the handcuffs, and put 
them in his pocket, ‘Then he cailed for 
Fred’s home question, What was being done 
to save Peter? 

Fred told about the prayer-meeting they 
were holding, and how earnestly they all 
prayed for God to get Peter out. 

Teacher thinks this house where the 
Christians met was the same one where they 
ate the Passover with Jesus in the upper 
room, and where the Holt Spirit came down 
on the day of Pentecost! He thinks the 
good man of the house must have died, for 
the property is now in his wife’s name (v. 
12). But the Christians still met there. 

‘The lesson picture 1 was a view down over 
Jerusalem showing how it looks to-day, and 
in just about such a house as these they held 
ther protracted prayer-meeting for Peter. 
Teacher said the early church knew where 
to go for help all right, and he believes we 


in those 


! See “ Visiting the Lesson Scenes,” page 252 in 


this issue 
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By Charles Millard Fillmore, 


called “ ‘The Mother Song 
** Home and Mother,’ which is exceedingly pop 

**My Mother's Photograph .”’ son 
A complete set of 
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“[’ll Wear a White Flower for You, Mother Dear” 
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can do more now by prayer than by any 
other means, 

Carl told how Peter got out of jail. God 
sent an angel, you know. But he didn’t 
send him till the very last night. That was 
to show that it was dune by God, and that it 
didn’t just happen, 

Peter had made himself comfortable for the 
night and gone off to sleep, even if it was his 
last night on earth, So the angel tapped 
hin on the shoulder to wake him, and the 
handcufis fell right off. Then he told him to 
tighten up his belt, lace his sandals, put on 
his coat, and follow. ‘The soldiers were all 
asleep, and they walked right out past them, 
the big outside gate opening just like the 
handcuffs did. 

When he found he was free Peter had to 
pinch himself to see if it was real. ‘Then he 
went to the prayer-meeting place where he 
felt sure his friends would be. 

My part was to tell how surprised they 
were when their prayers were answered, 
While they were still praying (Isa. 65 : 24) 
Peter came air knocked at: the door. 

A girl named Rhoda went to listen for fear 
it was Herod’s soldiers. When she heard 
Peter’s voice she just ran back and told the 
crowd it was Peter. ‘But they said it must 
be his ghost, ‘They were more ready to be- 
lieve in ghosts than in God answering their 
prayers. 

Teacher says people who can’t believe the 
Bible swallow lots more unreasonable things, 
like a horseshoe bringing luck, you know. 

I think it was a shame for them to keep 
Peter out in the cold while they argued 
about it. But teacher thinks it is worse for 
churches now to keep sinners out in the cold 
while they argue against miracles. 

Iie says we are just as surprised when our 
prayers are aunswered,. We speak of won- 
derful answers to prayer, but he thinks it 
would be more wonderful if God did not an- 
swer prayer. The only wonderful part is 
how much better God sends than we ask for. 

‘They finally let Peter in, and he turned 
their prayer-meeting into a regular thanks- | 
giving service. How happy they must have | 
been ! | 

Wouldn’t you like to have been the angel 
that let Peter out? Teacher says angel | | 
means messenger, and that God has lots of | 








know. So we’re.all going to watch for | 
chances to play angel, 


Next week’s questions are : 


How was the Antioch ‘hurch started ? 
(II : 19-25.) 

How did Barnabas come to be at Antioch ? 
(It : 22-24.) 


Why was Paul waiting at 
26-30. ) 

How did the Antioch church show Chris- 
tian love? (11 : 27-30.) 

How did the Antioch church show an in- 
terest in missions ? {13 : 1-3.) 

Why did the missionaries go first to Cy: 
prus? (4: 36. 

What great sin did the sorcerer conimit? 
(13 : 8, To.) 


Teaching Hints from Pucker 
Beginning. 
Peter's arrest. 


Tarsus? (9: 


Why? 
Explanation. 


How safely was Peter kept? (Object lesson 
with handcuffs. ) 

What was being done tosave Peter? 

Whose house was this? . (Lesson picture.) 

How was Peter released ? 

Did the disciples expect their prayers to be 
answered ? 


| Application. 


‘The value of our civil liberties. 

Sin handcuffs body and soul. 

Prayer the best way out of trouble. 

The reasonableness of answered prayer, 
How to be a human angel. 


TERRE Haute, IND, 
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The Tree Planting Party 
By Sarah N. McCreery 


LORENCE PARISH read the little note 
of invitation over twice, then she 
turned to her mother, ‘* Mabel and 

Grace Nelson have invited me to a party 
next Saturday. I am glad I am asked, for I 
have only lived here a month and I get lone- 
some. Mabel is in my class at school, she 
lives in the house with the big yard at the 
end of this street. It is a tree planting party ; 
I wonder what that is.’’ 

Mrs. Parish read the invitation, but she 
could not explain what a tree planting party 
was ; so Florence had to be patient until the 
day came, 

Saturday was a beautiful, warm spring day, 
and a few minutes after three all the invited 
guests had arrived at the Nelson home. The 
games in the yard made everybody feel at 
home and have a good time. 

It was shortly after four o’clock when Mr. 
Nelson arrived, and he and Mrs. Nelson 
brought from -the house a little maple tree. 
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He blew a whistle that brought all the chil- 
dren around them. 

“This home has belonged to the Nelson 
family for years and years,”’ he told them, 
‘*and each tree in this large yard has been 
planted by a Nelson, It is an old custom 
to plant a tree on the day a Nelson living 
in this house is three years old. Grace is 
three to-day, and we have asked you children 
here to he p her plant the tree... We wilt 
form a procession and march to the corner of 
the yard where you see that white cloth.” 

‘The procession formed, with Grace in front 
carrying her tree, her little friends single file 
behind her, then Mabel and her friends also 
single file, and last of all Mr. and Mrs, Nel- 
son. Grace’ lifted the white cloth, which 
covered the hole, and put the tree in; Mr. 
Nelson placed it straight and held it while 
she threw in enough dirt to hold it, Then 
everybody took hold’ of hands and forming a 
circle, they marched around the tree and sang 
two verses of ** America.”” Mr. Nelson had 
each one put in a shovelful of dirt, and by the 
time Mrs, Nelson’s turn came there was just 
a shovelful left. 

“This will be known as the Grace Nelson 
— she announced, Then she quoted, 

Je plant trees for their beauty, plant them 
for their usefulness, plant them to encourage 
the birds to stay near us and build nests in 
them ; plant them to make home, the dearest 
place on earth, a loved and sheltered spot.” 

Then Grace did something that was not 
on the program, She put both arms around 
the tree and exclaimed, ‘I love you because 
you are my birthday tree, and I will take 
good care of you always.’ 

After that Mr, Nelson showed the children 
his tree and Mabel’s tree, and the other 
Nelson trees, and told them of the tree plant- 
ing parties he remembered. 

‘* And where is your tree ?’’ Florence Par- 
ish asked Mrs. Nelson. 

‘«] have no tree because my name wasn’t 
Nelson, at first. You see I came into the 
fumily when I married Mr. Nelson, but I 
have helped to plant trees for my two chil- 
dren,’’ she added gladly. 

A nice supper was served in the dining- 
room, and on each plate was the colored pic- 
ture of a maple tree with Grace’s name and 
the date of her*birthday under it, “The chil; 
dren said it would help them to remember 
the tree planting party. 

‘¢ Mother, we had a fine. time,’’ Florence 
reported. when she reached home, ‘*It was a 
different kind of a party. I think it is nice 
for a family to have birthday trees. Mabe 
Nelson is learhing all about every kind’ of a 
tree in their yard, and she knows that kind 
of trees wherever she sees them, I wish 
I knew about trees.’’ 

** We will learn about them together this 


( Continued on next page) 





Handy Husband 
Knew How to Get Part of the Breaktast 


‘**T know one dish I can prepare for 
breakfast as well as any cook on earth,’ 
said my husband one morning when the 
cook was ill and he- had volunteered to 
help get breakfast. He appeared with 
his dish and I discovered it was Grape- 
Nuts, which, of course, was easy to pre- 

are, for it was perfectly cooked at the 
actory, but it was a good illustration of 
the convenience of having Grape-Nuts 
about. 

‘* We took up Grape-Nuts immediately 
after réturning from a five vears’ sojourn 
in a hot country. Our stomachs were in 
bad condition and we were in poor 
health generally. 

‘‘In a day or two we liked Grape- 
Nuts better than any other kind of food 
on the table. We both gained steadily 
in health and strength, and this was 
caused by Grape-Nuts and Postum. 

“A friend of ours had a similar ex- 
perience. She was seriously ill with in- 
digestion, and could find nothing to eat 
that would not give her heartburn and 
palpitation, especially at night. 

‘*She found that a small dish of Grape- 
Nuts with cream made her a satisfac- 
tory supper and gave her a comfortable 
night’srest. In a short time she gained 
several pounds in weight.” 

‘*'There’s a Reason."’ Name given by 
Postum Co., Battle Creek, Mich. 

Ever read the above letter ? A new 
one appears from time to time. They 
are genuine, true, and full of human 
interest. 





























LESSON FOR APRIL 30 (Acts 12:1-19) 


spring and summer,’’ ised her mother, 
“Every boy and gir) ld know the trees 
in their city, country and state.”’ 

We can begin with the trees in this 
even if they are not birthday trees,” 
Florence happily. 

BuRLINGTON, Iowa 
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By Stuart Nye Hutchinson 


Pastor First Presbyterian Church, 
Norfolk, Va. 


It isn't an easy thing for most pastors 
and teachers to hold the interest of chil- 
dren in a five-minute sermon or talk. 
Here is a volume of talks to_children 
well worth while; the talks are ‘readly to 
children, and not simply so-called. The 
author has the gift of being able to select 
a really interesting theme, of treating it 
befittingly, and has, moreover, that rare 
faculty of knowing when and where to 
leave off in the matter of application. 
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For Family Worship 
By the Rev. Joseph W. Kemp 





NE who for many years has known the | Aée 


unspeakable value of the family altar 

writes; ** We aévays have our wor- 
in the morning. e sometimes do 
t our breakfast because we are late, 
but never without the Bread of Life. We 
have used for years the Daily Readings as 
they are given in The Sunday School Times. 
And then, too, we repeat Scripture texts 
and have questions asked and answered, the 
children doing this when they are perplexed 
about some. portion of the lesson. ... To 
my mind, the boy or girl who is lifted by the 
father and mother to the Throne of Grace 
every morning, day after day, week after 
week, month after month, year after. year, 
will be held, kept, and guided, .,, We do 
not sing at family worship, although we are 
a musical family; we have not time for it.’’ 
Our friend has much cause for gratitude, 
since all her children have been brought to 
the Lord and are working for him, For 
seven years there has been a family of seven 
and often many guests meeting at the family 
altar, ‘The writer adds a very suggestive 
sentence before closing her letter, and it 
would be well for all to ponder over the 
statement: ‘*From my own experience I 
should like to say that the lack of family 
worship in our country to-day is due to neg- 
lect and indifference, and not to lack of 
time.’’ Circumstances alter cases, but I 
should think this is true in the main. 





April 24 to 30 
Mon.—Acts 12: 1-10. 
Peter's Deliverance from Prison. 

The Lord knows; just where his people 
are and how they are being treated. If in 
prison, he is never far from the prison-gate, 
the keys of which hang at his girdle. The 
deliverance of Peter represents to us our re- 
demption by Christ, says Matthew Henry, 
which is often spoken of as the setting of 
prisoners free and the bringing of them out 
of the prison-house. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS ; Pray that we may 
be led to know what Christ's redemptive 
work means, especially in respect of the gift 
of the Spirit. ‘* Christ redeemed us... 
that we might receive the promise of the 
Spirit through faith.”” Pray for the Spirit 
of power to control the entire realm of our 
being and give victory in the inner life, 


Tues.—Acts 12: 11-19. Prayer and Deliverance. 

Peter’s deliverance was a most signal an- 
swer to prayer. The Church’s prayers and 
tears are her strength. In this case the 
prayer was directed to God. Therefore its 
object was right. It was dy the Church; 
therefore its method was right, It was with- 
out ceasing; therefore its spirit was right. 
The Chufch should pray always, but espe- 
cially in times of crisis, when she is beset by 
danger and distress, 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Do we not need in 
these days a great quickening in the matter 
of prayer? Pray for this quickening to 
come to all the churches; to your own par- 
ticular church, and to yourself. We open 
all the avenues to the approach of the Evil 
One if we neglect prayer, and we cut our- 
selves adrift from the source of spiritual 
power, 


Wed.—Psalm 4. God Our Refuge. 

What a salutary lesson in these days of 
big armies and colossal navies, Fortresses 
and armaments do not constitute the true 
strength of any nation. Others may vaunt 
their impregnable castles, but Israel’s boast 
isin the living God. In times of danger and 
death Luther would say to his friend, Me- 
lancthon, ‘Come, Philip, let us sing the 
Forty-sixth Psalm.’’ It is a comforting truth 
in times of need. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS : Pray that our na- 
tion may know that her true safety rests not 
in her military forces. ‘For it is not by 
armies nor by numbers, but by my Spirit, 
satth che Lord of Hosts.”” True prepared- 
mess consists in getting “* back to God.’”’ God 
will not forsake that people whose trust ts in 
him. 


Thurs.—Psalm 121. The Safety of the Godly. 
They whom the Lord keeps are well kept. 
Without wal!s, curtains, or bodyguards the 
Lord will .protect his defenseless ones. 
Happy are they to whom this Psalm is a safe 





‘conduct to the Celestial City. 
ent this from the 


How differ- 
portion of the ungodly 


‘| whose defense bas departed from them. 


| Praver Succesrions; Pray Jor Japan, 
a people far advanced in intellectua/, moral, 
and material culture. Japan is peculiar) 

d to become the mediator between the 
East and the West, She is now leading the 
Orient, but whither? The entire empire is 
now accessible to the Christian worker, and 
its population of nearly sixty millions watt» 
ing for the Gospel, 


Fri.—Psalm.97. God Delivers His Own. . 

**The Lord reigneth.” Do we. need 
more? Say it to the covetous spirit, and to 
that dark, proud, angry temper. They are 
but usurpers of the Lord’s throne. 


“ The dearest idol I have known, 
Whate' er that idol be, 
Help me to tear it from ‘Thy throne 
And worship only Thee."’ 
That is true deliverance. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Pray for a irue 
ee of love to lay hold on all believers, 

edievers are one in Christ, and his love 
rests upon them, What need there is that 
the Holy Spirit should work this love in the 
hearts of all Christians! For want of it 
the Church is at constant variance with ttsel/, 
and the world fails to recognise her heavenly 
character, 


Sat.—2 Kings 6: 818. Elisha Delivered. 

Those who fight against God and his peo- 
ple are deceived, Even in the midst of their 
imaginary successes they will fiud themselves 
conquered and triumphed over. If we could 
but see we should find the hills about us 


filled: with the angelic hosts waiting to serve | 


the redeemed sons of God. Faith Auows 
that ‘‘they that be with us are more than 
they that be with them.”’ ; 

PRAYER SuGGEsTIONS: Pray for Israel. 
The Jews the world over are fast disinte- 
grating religiously, and the younger genera- 
tion is drifting away from the religion of 
their fathers. ven among those termed 
the Orthodox Jews there is a slackening of 
Jaith, and the children are too often infidel 
and itreligious. Pray for the breaking of 
the morning when Israe?’s darkness shall 
pass away. 


Sun.—1 Kings 17: 1-7. Divine Care. 

So long as we are in the line of the Divine 
Will we may. count upon his protection and 
provision. He will work a direct miracle 
rather than suffer one of his trusting ones to 
perish for lack, Me.who made the ravens 
purveyors and servitors of the rer is 
able to supply all our need according to his 
riches in glory by Christ Jesus. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Give thanks for 
the measure in which the sanctity of this day 
isrecognized, and pray for the preservation 
of the day to this and, coming generations, 
A world without a Sabbath would be a ca- 
lamity indeed, Pray to be in the Spirit on 
the Lord’s Day, and to have ears attent to 


the ministry of the Lora’s Word. Pray for 
the trise Sabbatic restin the soul, 
New YoOrK Cliry. 
ae 
Can You Answer These 
Questions ? 


By Samuel Scoville, jr. 


461. Who nearly lost their homes and lives 
because of an unremembered dream? 

462. What four things are mentioned in 
Scripture as little and wise, and what 
four things as impossible for even a 
wise man to understand ? 

463. Who placed and removed an idol in 
and from the house ofthe Lord? 

464. What blind man’s last sight was of 
death and horror? 

465. Who cast lots for twelve months against 
a nation and what great festival is named 
after that lot? 

Answers to Last Week’s Questions 

456. Love (Solomon’s Song 8 : 6, 7). 

457- Haman (Esth, 7 : 8). 

458. The city of Abel (2 Sam. 20: 22). 

459. The unnamed man who showed the 
army of Judah the’ way into Beth-el 
(Judg. 1 : 24, 25). 


| 460. jael (Judg. 4: 21), Shamgar (Judg. 3: 


31), Samson (Judg. 15: 15), the un- 
named woman who wounded Abime- 
lech (Judg, 9 : 53). 

PHILADELPHIA. 
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“You simply 
must do 
something for 
your nerves!’’ 
ORDINARILY they get 


enough nourishment from 
the regular diet. But the dis- 


traction of overwork or worry 


has exhausted this supply — 
and now they are starbing. 
They must be fed more of 
their vital foods, particularly 
phosphorus, as your doctor 
will tell you. 


But Sanatogen is not only a 
mere means of giving this phos- 
phorus —-Sanatogen gives it “in 
such a form,” as Dr. C. W. 
Saleeby says, “that the nervous 
system can actually fake hold of 
it.” That is why Sanatogen has 
been so eagerly welcomed by 
physicians and why so many 
thousands of them have gladly 
written letters commending this 
and others of Sanatogen’s unusual 
virtues, 

mathe ce» 


Sir Gilbert Parker writes: 

** Sanatogen is a true food-tonic, feed- 
ing the nerves, and giving fresh energy to 
dhe overworked body end mind.” 


If you ‘are still wondenng if 
Sanatogen can actually do this for 
you, why not do the one thing 
which can convince you — give 
Sanatogen a trial. 

And with your nerves begging 
you for help, why not do this 


soon ? 


Sanatogen is sold by good druggists, 
everywhere, in sizes from $1.00 up 


Grand Prize, International 
Congress of Medicine, 
London, 191} 


2306 Sanatogen 


for a free copy of “ Nerve Health Re- 
ned.”” ‘f you wish to lear more about 

anatogen before you use it, write for a copy of 

this boo! bea illustrated compnsing 

facts and information of the greatest interest. Tear 
is as a reminder to address 








THE BAUER CHEMICAL CO. 
26-G Irving Place New York 
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American = Society Centennial 
CENTENNIAL 
BIBLE SUNDAY 
MAY 7@ 


Send for Sunday School Program 
Address Secretaries 


AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY, Astor Place, N. Y. 




















The Young People’s | 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer. 








Sunday, April 30, 1916 


Using Sunday for This World and the 
Next (Isa. 58 : 1-14). 





Daily Readings for shieamins Week 


MON.—Sabbath rest (Jer. 17 :.19-27). 

‘LUES.—The Sabbath a re mle er (Deut. 
5 : 84-15). 

WED, —Sabbath worship (Acts 16 : 12-24). 

‘THURS.—Sabbath work (John 5 : 1-9). 

xt. Sabbath meditation (Rev. 1.: 9-20). 

SaT.—Sabbath fellowship (Jolin 20 ; 19-29). 











How are Sundays wasted ? 
Describe a well-spent Sunday. 
How did Christ use his Sabbaths? 


** TSN’T it lovely to have this day of rest,’’ 
wrote a man who toiled early and 
late all the other days of the week 

and whose conscience made it hard for him 

ever to pause and rest, ‘‘Isn’t it lovely to 
have one day when your conscience not only 
consents to your stopping to rest, but posi- 
tively bids you to do 30? There are some 
people who resent the interruption of Sunday 
and what they regard as its limitations and 
deprivation. I welcome them and thank 

God that I can lay down my work and rest 

this one day with a conscience clear and at 

peace.”’ 
“ 
‘The law of the Salbbath is one of God's 





Free Children’s Day Music. 


to Pastors, $ 
each (5 in all regular edition for 10 cents. 


Children’s elper No. No. 2, 10 cents. | 
(A Book of s. Day Hel cises ind Drills.) 
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ADAM GEIBEL CO. 1018-1020 Arch St., Phila. Pa. 
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FREE Sample Copies 
CHILDREN’S DAY SERVICES 


SEND TO-DAY FOR FREE COPY 


BENTLEY D. ACKLEY, Publisher 
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CHURCH PEWS 


and PULPIT FURNITURE 


Globe Furniture Co., Ltd., 23 Park Place, Northville, Mich 


Individual Communion Cups 


Convenient. Noiseless and Sanitary 
List of of hes using our cups and FREE 
eS toe with cuotations sent upon request. 

COMMUNION OUTFIT CO. 7thST., ROCHESTER, Ki. Y. 
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best gifts to men. If God had not provided 
it man would have had to arrange some 
equivalent of it. For man and machinery 
| alike need occasional quiet, to let the oscilla- 
tion of activity die down and the excited atoms 
| cool and be still. The law of the Sabbath, 
| like all of God's laws, turns onit to be not an 
arbitrary rule imposed on life, but a neces- 
| sary principle grounded in life’s deepest 
character. 


Of course if we do not like earnest and 
serious things, if our only pleasures are ani- 
mal and our only amusements sports, if we 
dislike all reading but ephemeral magazines 
and are incapable of any thinking except 
upon money-making or entertainments Sun- 
day will be a horror and discomfort to us if 
we have to observe it in the old-fashioned 
way. We shall want it to be just like other 
| days, unless indeed we can make it more 
| frivolous and less serious than they. If 
we don’t like God or nature or truth in 
; any of their deeper or worthier meanings, 
Sunday will be a bore and the more of a 
bore the more God and nature and truth 
have any place in it. 





< ° 
But if we do love God and nature and 
truth, Sundays will be to us the days of days, 
Then we can get time to read quietly some 
of the best and richest of all the books and 
to think qn God and on life in its deeper 
questionings and to walk out and see the sun 
| and the world and to meet with friends, re- 
membering especially any who need cheer 
and encouragement, and to hear those speak 
who can make God nearer and life purer and 
| Stronger, and to pray and read the Bible and 
| reflect upon ‘it, and to teach ‘any one whom 
we may find, especially children, whatever 
we ourselves have learned of the geedness 
and the beauty of God, 





} 


The routine of a well-ordered Sunday is 
good for. us, ‘‘If routine is forced upon us, 
we are delivered from the great temptation 
of letting industry become a matter of ca- 
price. If routine is not forced upon us, we 
must force it upon ourselves or we shall go 
to pieces.’’ 

Why should we lie abed longer Sunday 
mornings than other mornings? Why not 
go to bed earlier Saturday evenings ? 

Whether or not the minister has something 
to say to us in church, we have something to 
say to God and God has something to say 
to us. 

A Sunday we!l spent will begin a week of 
content, 

Because God made Sunday for us we 
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ought to do the best with it. 
New York Cry. 
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‘Lesson for April 30) 





“Which store 
will give me greatest value?” 


T is the store that sells good merchatidise at fair 
prices. 


It is the store where you are waited on promptly. 


It is the store where they do not make mistakes 
in charges, nor ask you to pay bills twice. 


It is the store where you do not have to wait for 
change. 


It is the store where the proprietor has time to see 
that things run smoothly. 


Stores equipped with the up-to-date Cash Register 
give this valuable service. 


This machine furnishes every customer with a receipt 
or sales slip. - ' > ~snijalapeemamalies 


It prints on this the amount paid or charged. 


On this is also printed the date of sale and who 
made it. 


It forces a duplicate, printed record for the mer- 
chant. 


Such stores do not have to skimp on help or 
delivery to make up for ‘losses through errors or 
carelessness in handling money. 


Such stores make all their legitimate profit. 


It pays to trade in stores equipped with up-to-date 
National Cash Registers. 





LOOK FOR THIS 


SIGN IN THE 
WINDOW 





MR, MERCHANT: 
One by one we have discovered new ways to protect merchants’ profits. 
We have now ready for delivery many new models of the National Cash 
Register. 
These 1916 models are the very last word in protection to you, your 
clerks and the public. The added improvements are worth your investigation. 
Write for full information. Address Dept. S. 


The National Cash Register Company, Dayton, Ohio 


APRIL 15, 1916. 








